
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor 

Chris Buckley 
 

Contact details 

Tel: 570 3492 or 021 154 4321 

Email: chris.buckley@xtra.co.nz 
  



 

Changing Seasons 

It’s that time of the year again when colds and other bugs are prevalent.  If you have an illness, 

please don’t come to bridge as bugs can spread. We will celebrate your return when you’re well 

again! 

Air Conditioner 

Thanks to members for their patience with the air conditioning problems.  The regulation unit 

was faulty but after several visits from the service people, we think we’ve got it right. It’s 

important to note however, that once the gauge has been set, please do not alter the dial. This 

confuses the system. 

Fire Service Visit 

A representative from the Tauranga Fire Brigade visited the Club on Tuesday 30 April to discuss 

the services they offer to Tauranga and Mount residents. 

The Brigade is offering free home fire safety checks. Simply complete the form at the Club and 

a person from the Brigade will make contact with you to arrange a suitable time to visit you in 

your home. The visit will include where to best fit smoke alarms for your protection and safety. 

As part of the visit, they may also give you, and install, free long life smoke alarms if you’re 

eligible. 

If you missed the form, you can contact the local fire station on 07 578 7099 to arrange a time 

for a visit. 

Members Contact Updates 
 
The following members have changed their contact details: 

Jan Hill    027 287 0163  Marion Kelly  027 570 3066 

Alan Mace    027 275 7299  Heather Slee  M 027 542 0374   H  579 1133 

Margaret Wakelin  027 713 2959 

 

People are always updating their mobiles so please check notice board for the latest. 

 



Toilet Windows 

As a security measure, the toilet windows will be permanently closed and air extraction units 

installed. 

New Members 

We welcome the following new members to the Club. 

Michael Rhodes    Teri Logie   Diane Rodger  Michele Rogers   Christine Crawshaw   

Terry Ferdinando   Jenny Glubb   Deidre Gunn   Clare Trass   Peter Vincent  Mary Keane 

Barbara Loader 

The 47th Boston Cup 

 

The winning Sheridan Team: Julie Sheridan, Pam Clotworthy, Dot Skousgaard, and Marion Kelly 

 



The Handicap Winners: 

Beginner’s Luck 

Hilary McKenna, Chris Buckley, 

Keryn O’Brien and Jenny Lynam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ambos in action: 

Stretcher Bearer Carol Duncan, Nurse 

Hilary Warren, Patient Nola Darvill and 

Stretcher Bearer Margaret Nock 

 

 

 

 

 

PC Dolls ... in no particular order 

Shirley Knight, Bev McGregor, Carolyn Parker, 

Pat Ware 

 

 

 



 

                                                                                 

Bridgemates – Joy Bates, Mary Toner, 

Caren van der Meys and Kerry Crosby 

 

 

 

 

 

POWs – Purveyors of Wine 

Don MacLellan, John MacCormick, 

Murray Knight, and Peter Malcolm 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

Beagle Boys: Ranald Ducat, Phil West, 

Athol Ryan and Ross Petersen 

 

 

 

 



 

Ronnies Rugrats: Angela Newton, 

Ronnie Ryan, Pam Miles and Gill West 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Somewhere (over the rainbow?) 

Colourful Heather Melville, Kate 

Terry, Karen Martelletti, and Jo Parry 

 

 

 

 

Precious: Judy McLeod, Amanda Smith, 

Judy Pawson, and Christine Gibbons 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New Admin System 

The Tauranga and Cambridge clubs have been planning and developing a way to be able to do 

away with the vouchers and have an automatic payment system based on when players attend 

a session.  We have found a provider who can give us the tools to do this, along with our scoring 

package being redesigned to report attendance. It is an exciting way forward and will be 

operated on a similar basis to the road toll system.  Members can keep their account topped up 

and we debit the table money after you have played a session.  Members will be able to log into 

their own account and keep it topped up there via a credit card or PoLi payment method, or you 

can still pay us at the club via eftpos. We do ask that members do not pay by Cheque or cash if 

at all possible. 

This system will also allow members to pay subs, tournament entries etc as well.  The migration 

to this system requires a little planning and we will notify you when we are about to do this.  It 

will mean we may need to credit your account with any outstanding vouchers you hold, but this 

will not be hard to do. 

This process will reduce a lot of admin and minimise possible errors and people losing their 

vouchers!  The system will also talk to our accounting package which is a great advantage for 

our Treasurer. 

 

Tips from the Experts 

We plan to run a series of tips in future issues of Finesse. Here’s the 

first in the series. 

When you're declarer: 

Don't play to the first trick too quickly.  

STP 

S - STOP 

T - THINK when dummy comes down: count your losers if you are in a suit contract or winners 

if in No Trumps 

P - PLAN the play 

Concentrate on the opening lead for a few seconds so you'll remember it later. Decide what it 

tells you about the leader's length or strength in that suit. 



Mentally review the bidding. If one of your opponents has bid, try to come up with a general 

picture of their point-count and his length in the suit bid. 

Upgraded Alarm System, Defibrillator and Microphone 

Following the recent burglary at the club, a new alarm system has been installed. The alarm is 

now monitored for additional security.  

If you currently hold a key to the club, please see Norm for instructions on the new system. 

There is a call out fee if the alarm is accidentally triggered, which will be at the expense of the 

culprit! 

A new microphone and defibrillator have also been installed as a result of the burglary. 

Norm’s on Holiday 

Heads up! Norm is going on annual leave from August 23 until early October. He plans to explore 

the United Kingdom and Eastern Europe. We look forward to the photos. 

 

Silver from Start to Finish – a profile on Sam Simpson 

I started playing bridge in Invercargill taking lessons in 1987 and was 

immediately hooked. 

Playing tournaments regularly I progressed through the junior and 

intermediate division quite quickly and then into open. 

I remember my first “A”point, our team came 5th in the Muruhiku 

Teams in Invercargill and at that stage there were no partial “As” just 

54321 so 5th was 1”A” – big party that night. 

I have been lucky enough to have some great long term partners over the years including 

two who feature in the top 20 of NZ overall rating points (Graeme Stout and Arleen 

Schwartz) as well as a multiple NZ title holder (David Ackerley). 

But Sandra Russell from Winton was my first “top of the heap” partner who was a great 

teacher and of course player of the game. 

I subsequently lost her as a partner to Jo so that they could play for NZ together in the 

women’s teams (sad face). 



Playing with this calibre of player definitely helps to win events but also aids in the learning 

process which is always ongoing in bridge. 

Having won tournaments all over the country some highlights include winning the Open 

Interprovincial with David Ackerley in 1998 and the biggest of all winning the NZ Teams 

with Kathy Yule (I have actually only ever played three tournaments with Kathy) in 2003. 

I will never forget one hand that I had to play in the 1997 Interprovincial finals. 

David and I bid all the way to 6 Spades which was doubled – now if anyone knows David 

they will attest to the fact that he knows what he is doing at the bridge table – WELL he 

redoubled, and poor old me had to play this contract (on vugraph as well) 

I was holding KJ764 and dummy was Q93 

The 8 showed up on my R/H side so finessed the 10 and made the contract – when I played 

the 9 in dummy I could hear the roar from the vugraph room down the hall, 19imps in and 

winning the match by the same score (happy face). Without the double I probably wouldn’t 

have made it. 

I became a “Grandmaster” in 2001 which requires 1000 total ”As and Bs” with at least 500 

“As” 

Then followed a quiet period of 10 years were I didn’t play a lot of tournaments due to work 

commitments (yes people I did actually work) and then our trip to Europe slowed the 

progress even more. 

Since returning from Europe Jo and I have started playing bridge as regular partners for the 

first time and success has come our way often enough that she deems it sufficient to still 

play with me. 

Starting the year I needed 55 more points to reach Silver Grandmaster. Jo and I had a 

reasonable start to the year winning the 10A pairs and coming 4th in the 10A teams here in 

Tauranga, as well we managed to win the 10A Taranaki Teams. 

This left me just 9 points short so off to the “Kelly Peirse” with good team-mates hoping for 

a top 3 finish to secure the goal, but alas 6th it was leaving me a paltry 2.5 to go. 

Well that seemed like I would be lucky enough to do it at my home club in Tauranga in the 

5 A point pairs, 5th would have been good enough but once again we came up a bit short 

coming 6th and only earned 1 A point.  



Now the total required was less than 1 (in fact 45 C points will give me the B point to get 

there) I achieved this at club night in Hamilton by winning two teams matches and earning 

46 C points to get there with 1 C point to spare 

So a long and windy road playing bridge in 5 countries (I have been lucky enough to play 

the at the time World #1 player at the 2017 European Mixed Championships in Italy and 

World #3 player in a sectional in America) with some amazing partners I finally achieved 

the goal of Silver Grandmaster 2500 total “As and Bs” with at least 1250 A points (really 

really happy face) 

Next step is Gold but I only need another 1500 points which 800 must be As 

Hopefully this won’t take me as long especially now playing with such a great partner (in 

bridge and in life) 

Sam Simpson 

 

Stop Press 

And our latest Grand Master – Pat Rutherford – after a good finish in 

the recent Hawke’s Bay Congress Teams. 

The photo is from the recent Boston Cup. 

Editor Chris will be in touch with you Pat about an article for the next 

issue of Finesse. 

 

Pat joins an illustrious group of Tauranga players who have achieved Grand Master status – 

that’s 1000 total points including 500 A points. 

Gold GM Alan Turner 

Silver GM Judy McLeod, Sam Simpson, Christine Gibbons 

GM  Stephen Francks, Tony Hacking, Henry Levy, Karen Martelletti, Judy Pawson,  

  Rachelle Pelkman, Ron Scott, Julie Sheridan, Norm Silcock, Jo Simpson, Amanda  

  Smith, Kate Terry, Murray Wood.  

 

 



 



 


