
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor 

Chris Buckley 
 

Contact details 

Tel: 570 3492 or 021 154 4321 

Email: chris.buckley@xtra.co.nz 



Christmas Party – Saturday 14th December 
 
You’ll need to secure your ticket for this sought after event so be 
quick! Tickets are $20 and include brunch followed by fun bridge for 
the day. Don’t forget to dress up as well – this year the theme is the 
letter E. 
 
See Norm or one of the directors next time you play. 
 
Reminder 
 
The Club has a range of fabulous sponsors who support us. It’s in our 
interest to shop with them as a first preference to anyone else (their 
business cards are on the wall in the Club rooms). 
 
One sponsor in particular is Farmer Autovillage. If you purchase a car 
from them, $100 is donated to the Bridge Club as a thank you for 
your custom. Details are on the front cover of the programme book. 
 
So next time, you’re thinking about spending money from household 
alterations, to buying a loaf of fresh bread or selling/purchasing a 
house, consider one of our sponsors. Their details are listed in the 
2020 programme book. 
 
Also, if you have any contacts for sponsors next year, please speak to 
a committee member. 
 
Subscriptions 
 
You will now be able to pay your 2020 subscriptions via Hello Club 
online. If you haven’t registered with Hello Club, or you’re having any 
difficulties with this payment method, please get in touch with Norm 
at the office.  Hello Club is an easy payment method if you intend to 
play bridge on a regular basis as it deducts table money from your 
account.  
 
If that payment method doesn’t suit, you’re also able to pay into your 
account at the Club via cash or EFTPOS. 
 
Once you’ve paid your subs, you’ll be able to collect your 2020 
Programme booklet and start booking in your partners for the year 
ahead. 



 
Air Conditioning 
 
The Committee is working on a grant to upgrade the air conditioning 
unit. An independent assessment will be conducted to make 
recommendations for the best options available to us. At this time, 
the Club isn’t in a financial position to afford a unit, but we recognise 
that something needs to be done. 
 
In the interim, we thank everyone for their patience. 
 
AGM – Tuesday 10 December 
 
Two remits will be presented at the AGM this year – a change to the 
Constitution, and the subscription and table money remit. 
 
Please come along to the AGM to listen to the proposals and have 
your say.  
 
Nominations for the 2020 Committee are currently posted on the 
noticeboard in the Club Rooms. 
 
 
A word from the Club’s Latest Silver Grand Master! 

 
I learnt to play bridge at the Matamata 
Bridge Club with Barry Jones in 1990 (we 
think).  I had never met Barry until then and 
at the time I thought he was a quiet bloke.  
How wrong I was!  We played together as 
Juniors for a couple of years and Barry has 
since excelled in the game and gone on to 
become a Gold Grand Master.  If you have 
never met him, you may have heard him at a 
table or on the Bridge Zone radio podcast. 

Barry met his wife, Jenny, through Bridge and they are a 
formidable pair and good friends. 
 
My very first A points were won in 1992 when Barry and I 
represented the Region in the Intermediate Inter-Provincial (IP) 
team.  To this day, I never forget this event.  We got asked to trial 
with Denise and Alan Barclay and had no idea what this event was. In 



those days it was a 6 man team and we were lucky enough to be 
selected as the 3rd pair…. then went on a steep learning curve.  We 
received a lot of support from senior players during this time and 
this is one of the reasons why I see this event is so valuable in 
growing our game.  We went on to win the event and were awarded 
four A points!  We were hooked! 
 
I have sat down and tried to work out how many times I have played 
in an IP team and I think it is eleven times including this year. I have 
been in the Open, Seniors and the Women’s teams. Apart from the 
win in the Intermediate team, the most successful was being part of 
the same happy women’s team for 5 years where we won the trophy 
3 times and were runners-up twice. That team was Christine & Jenna 
Gibbons, Judy McLeod, Cynthia Clayton, Julie Sheridan and myself.  I 
have also been Captain of the IP teams 3 times. 
 
Apart from the IPs, Julie and I have won the Same Sex Pairs at 
Congress, and had some modest success in the Gold Coast Congress 
winning the Swiss Pairs, 2nd in the Open Pairs Plate and been in the 
best all women's team twice.  Julie and I have played together for 
about fifteen years now and we always trot over the ditch in 
February to one of the biggest Bridge events in Australasia.  If you 
have never been, I thoroughly recommend it.  The beach is close the 
accommodation is handy and the bridge is held in a big convention 
centre nearby.  We have made lots of friends with the Australians and 
fellow kiwis and it is always good to have a get together over dinner 
or drink.  Very conveniently, it always coincides with my birthday, so 
this is a great excuse to make it an occasion! 
 
I have also played bridge in Perth, Canberra, Melbourne, the UK and 
recently in the Blue Mountains (Australia).  Wherever you go in the 
world, you can find a bridge club.  Kate and I were determined to play 
at the Acol Club in London and not only was it expensive (approx $22 
for a club session), it was not that friendly and we only got noticed at 
the end of play when we came first!  Everywhere else we went made 
us feel welcome and part of a big family. 
 
Our recent trip to Australia went under the radar a little, as it was a 
weekend trip for Kate's business.  Of course, we had to find a game 
somewhere.  Off we went to the cold Blue Mountains and found a 
Swiss Pairs event in an equally cold local hall.  We were given a warm 
welcome, however, and the locals were chuffed to have a pair from 



NZ.  At the end of play we were drinking wine and chatting to locals 
when suddenly an announcer was stumbling over the name 
"Martelletti".  Goodness what for?  Heck, we won the event!  We had 
no idea we did so well in the last match and the leaders (Paul Lavings 
and his wife) crashed out.  What a bonus to a work trip and the first 
time Kate and I won a tournament. 
 
I should also mention a time when Norm and I played in the North 
Island Teams held in Tauranga in 2012.  Both our regular partners 
were overseas, so we got together for a game and soon became 
known as the orphans. We scrapped into the Final and were happy 
enough to get into the top group, but after that, we seem to walk on 
water and worked our way up to 2nd overall. It was an exciting day 
and one I am sure Norm and I will never forget. 
 
Nothing was more exciting or nerve-wracking, however than playing 
in the Waikato Christmas Pairs last Saturday.  Only an 8B event you 
might say, but it was a big field (48 pairs) with lots of good pairs 
wanting to win a ham for Christmas!.  All I needed was seven B points 
to get over the line to become a Silver Grand Master and I tried to put 
that to the back of my mind.  Kate suggested we play in the event to 
try to achieve the goal before the end of the year.   
 
Session One was a steady start, winning our section and one B point, 
just six to go....  Session Two felt good, but the Scorer chopped off all 
the percentages and Match Points on our personal score slips, so no 
one had any idea how we went.  A very good pair scored 68% in the 
morning so they looked hard to beat.   
 
During the meal, it was time to look up the masterpoints tables 
online to see how far down the points went down for this field and 
what place we needed to be to get the last six B points.  4th place was 
the cut-off, have we done it?  What a wait starting off with 10th 
place.  Finally, 5th was announced, not us, we have done it, I am a 
Silver GM.  Hang on...3 equal is announced, still not us, oh that's nice, 
2nd place then, no, that was Barry Jones and Jenny Millington, wow 
we won the tournament and our good friends second.  We did it in 
style and it was so fitting that Barry was right there with us some 30 
years after he and I first sat down in Matamata and introduced 
ourselves.  
 
It does not seem to be 30 years ago, that we started to learn about 



points, suits, tricks, a completely new language and most important 
of all NOT to underlead an Ace in a suit contract!  Took me a while to 
appreciate what that really meant, but even to today, Barry and I 
agree we still stick to this advice from Eddie Shwartz, our teacher. 
Hope you are watching over us Eddie and we have done you proud.  
Thank you for introducing us, and many others, to this wonderful 
game.  Our Bridge Teachers are so important to the game and their 
hard work, passion sometimes goes unnoticed. 
 
Thank you Kate for getting me across the line and a big thanks to all 
the wonderful partners I have had over the years who have been part 
of my success.  Next goal = Gold GM.  Hmmmm, that looks a long way 
off, but you have to have goals I guess. 
 
Karen 
 
PS: If you want to learn about Ranks and how many points are 
needed for each level, go to the NZBridge Website and click on the 
Masterpoints tab.  Work out how far away you are from the Rank 
above yours and set a goal as to when you will get there.  Then 
stretch it out to the next couple of Ranks and put a year beside them. 
It is fun and usually, you can get there sooner than you think you will. 
 
Tauranga Mini Congress – Saturday 25 – Monday 27 January 
2020 
 
Restricted 8B Pairs – Saturday 25th 
The event is to be held at the Tauranga Bridge Club starting at 10am. 
The entry fee is only $30 and includes lunch. 
 
The tournament is aimed at players ranked as National Master or 
lower as at 15th January 2020. 
 
Waikato Bays Provincial Pairs - Saturday 25th 
The event is to be held at the Tauranga Bridge Club starting at 10am. 
The entry fee for this event is $50 and includes lunch. 
 
Whole Weekend 10A Events 
10am Saturday 25 January – Waikato Bays Provincial Pairs 
9.30am Sunday 26 January – 10A Teams 
9.30am Monday 27 January – 5A Consolation Pairs 
 



Whole Weekend Restricted and 10A Teams 
10am Saturday 25 January – Restricted 8B Pairs 
9.30am Sunday 26 January – 10A Teams 
9.30am Monday 27 January – 5A Consolation Pairs 
 
All details are on the Tauranga Bridge Club website including 
payment options. 
 
Grade Changes 
 
Congratulations to the following people who have progressed in their 
bridge careers: 
 
Kathy Abel  Intermediate 
Sybil Anderson Intermediate 
Margaret Athy Intermediate 
Lyn Bailie Open 
Annie Barry Intermediate 
Kay Beadle Intermediate 
Diane Blumson Intermediate 
Helen Bryant Intermediate 
Bob Callcut Open 
Shirley Carswell Intermediate 
Rita Carter Intermediate 
Betty Disney Intermediate 
Terry Ferdinando Intermediate 
Mary Girvin Open 
Diana Hansard Open 
Kath Harvey Intermediate 
Robyn Knight Intermediate 
Sandy Murray Intermediate 
Angela Newton Intermediate 
Elaine Robertson Intermediate 
Jan Russell Intermediate 
Athol Ryan Intermediate 
Ronnie Ryan Intermediate 
Jill Stewart Intermediate 
Ruth Sweatman Open 
 
 
 



Our Sponsors 

Althorp Village – 543 4008 

Andrea Cawley - Eves – 571 7764 

Bakers Delight - Mt Maunganui – 574 3581 

Baybat Batteries NZ Ltd – 571 2222 

Bay City Rentals – 570 3106 

Blomquist's Bakery – 571 5133 

Brookfield Unichem Pharmacy – 576 5132 

Brookfield New World – 576 2850 

Café Versailles – 571 1480 

Ceiling Fan Company – 281 2323 

Champers Hair Studio – 576 1467 

Cherrywood Shoes – 576 5685 

Cobblestone Court Motel – 0800 506 306 

Cooper Young Construction – 576 2994 

Craigs Investment Partners – 577 6049 

Digital Photographics & Video – 576 4158 

Duyvestyn Drainage – 575 6742 

Ebbett Tauranga - Holden – 578 2843 

Farmer Motor Group – 578 6017 

Focus Ultrasound & NZ Vein Clinic – 07 544 5993 

Fusion Coffee Company – 575 4457 

Heirloom Kitchens – 578 6361 

Jackson Reeves - Lawyers – 578 2129 

Martelletti Consulting – 552 4286 

Metlifecare Greenwood Park – 544 7500 

Michael Toner Law – 577 9966 

Mount Mantua-Maker * – Anonymous 

Neighbourhood Beer Kitchen – 570 3262 

Ngatai Ltd * – Anonymous 

Omanu Orcas * – Anonymous 

Phil Mangos - Bayleys Lifestyle Real Estate – 027 496 5995 

Prestige Framing – 577 9397 

Shelley's Hair Design – 576 1703 

Somerset Cottage Restaurant – 576 6889 

Summit Motor Lodge – 578 1181 

Tauriko Players * – Anonymous 

Te Puna Comes To Town – Anonymous 

Thea Straub - Harcourts – 578 0879 

The Local Plumber – 576 2184 

Thursday Special Ladder * – Anonymous 

Travelcom, Don Menzies – 575 5049 

Ultimate Motor Group – 579 0180 

William Buck Accounting – 927 1234 

 

* Anonymous donations have come from our own club members 

 

Please support our generous sponsors and when you 

do, tell them you are from the Bridge Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold sponsor of the Tauranga Bridge Club 


