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Welcome to 2018  
 
It gives me great pleasure to introduce myself to you all as the new editor of 
Finesse. 
 
I’m very new to Bridge and the Committee, so it’s a daunting task to be taking 
over from Shirley Bain who is a hard act to follow. Any news is always 
welcome so if you have items that you’d like to see in future issues of the 
newsletter, please contact me. 
 
Much has happened over the Christmas/New Year period, so it seems fitting 
to highlight them in our first issue. 
 
Alan Turner was recognised in the New Year’s Honour’s list and we have a 
special interview with him. 

 
Gail McIntosh passed away and we pay tribute to her and her many 
achievements in the Tauranga community and our Club. Peter Taylor, who 
recently returned to the Club at the end of last year, also sadly passed away. 
 
We have several new Committee members so we’ll briefly introduce them to 
you all and run more in depth profiles on them over the coming issues. 
 
Mini Congress was also recently held at the Club and we have highlights to 
share. 
 
Hopefully that’s enough to whet your appetite so read on… 
 
Chris 
 
 
Club Mission Statement 
 
As the year starts the Committee felt that it was appropriate to remind you of 
the Club’s Mission. It is to provide a bridge club with a friendly, supportive and 
challenging environment in which players at all levels can learn and enjoy a 
great game – and to have fun! 

  
2018 Programme Addition 
 
In the programme on May 26 (page 33) it reads Te Puke Intermediate Pairs. It 
should read Te Puke Restricted Pairs. 

 
2018 Beginners Lessons 
 
Bridge lessons for beginners start on Tuesday 6th March to Tuesday 9th June 
so please encourage your friends, neighbours and children to come along and 
enjoy the sport of Bridge (yes according to the European Court of Justice’s 



top adviser, Bridge should be granted the same official status as rugby, 
football and tennis – and it’s a lot less physical, most of the time!). 
 
The lessons will run for approximately 17 weeks and cost $70, which includes 
course materials. 
 
On completion of the lessons, the beginners will be able to play social bridge 
on Thursday afternoons at Tauranga, learner’s bridge on Tuesday evenings 
and junior bridge on Wednesday evenings at Tauranga, and junior bridge on 
Monday nights at Mt Maunganui. 
 
For further information, please contact the office (576 5022) or Carolyn Parker 
(576 4204). 

 
Gail McIntosh 
 
Gail was elected as a Tauranga City Councillor in 2013, with the highest 
number of votes for the At Large ward. 
 
She was no stranger to the machinations of democracy, having served as a 
National MP and on the Bay of Plenty District Health Board before joining 
Tauranga City Council. Her past governance experience, coupled with her 
financial skills as a chartered accountant, provided valuable experience to the 
Council. 
  
Gail’s work touched many aspects of running the city, including financial and 
risk management, Heart of the City, and CCO governance. She was hugely 
supportive of the marine precinct, high performance sports centre, and the 
Heart of the City programme. 
 
Gail was a keen bridge player too, joining the Tauranga Bridge Club in 2002. 
She was a formidable intermediate level player with a quick wit and a 
relentless approach to the game. 
 
She sadly lost her battle with cancer and died on January 4th. Her presence at 
the Club will be sorely missed. 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Meet Your Committee 
 
We have a number of new Committee members joining Pat Ware, Karen 
Martelletti, Kate Terry, John Masters, Bruce Gibson, Jill Ussher and Megan 
Wackrow.  Here’s a brief introduction. 
 
Chris Buckley 

 
Chris is a graduate of the 2016 Beginners Bridge Lessons 
and has been on a steep learning curve ever since! 
 
Originally from Auckland, Chris relocated to Melbourne for 
marketing work and eight years ago moved to Tauranga 
with her husband and rescue dog Bella. Until recently, 
Chris has been working in sports marketing with several 

teams in the ANZ Netball Championship. 
 
She’s a keen golfer and simply loves the game of bridge and one day aspires 
to be good at it…if she lives that long! 

 
Ruth Pepper 

 
I joined Tauranga Bridge Club when I moved to Tauranga 
from the Waikato in the early 90s. I have worked for a 
huge number of years in education and now retired so 
thought it’s time to give a little back to this fabulous club. 
 
If I’m not at bridge, I can be found at golf or perhaps 

looking after my two grandchildren.  
 
Jocelyn Buchanan 

 
Jocelyn grew up on a dairy farm outside Paeroa. After 
graduating from Ardmore Teachers College she headed off 
to Canada on a teaching contract.  But after many years, the 
harsh winters of central Canada brought her back to New 
Zealand in 2000 - hence the mixed up accent.  
 

Jocelyn’s bridge (Standard American) was taught by friends in Canada and 
always involved a meal, drinks and cigarettes. On joining the Tauranga Bridge 
Club in 2001, she sharpened up her game by reading Paul Marston’s books 
and taking improver lessons from Karen Martelletti and Alan Turner.  
 
She plays bridge for fun and while she likes to play well, congeniality takes 

precedence. 
 
Jan Gyenge and Bruce Inglis will feature in the next edition of Finesse 



Alan Turner Receives New Year’s Honour 
 

 
 
Current board member and Gold Grand 
Master Alan Turner, has received another 
decoration in his illustrious bridge career 
with a Queen’s Service Medal in the 2017 
New Year’s Honour’s list for his services to 
the game of bridge. 
 
Thanks to the nomination by Peter Hagan 

and the support of many others at the Tauranga Bridge Club and New 
Zealand Bridge, he will be invested in early May this year. 
 
“I had no idea this was happening behind the scenes and I’m very humbled by 
the honour,” said Alan. “No one was more surprised than me when the 
envelope from the Governor General office arrived with the news.” 
 
Alan is permitted to invite a small number of guests to his investiture 
ceremony including Judy, his two sisters (Jean and Glynis), Karen Martelletti 
and Peter & June Hagan. 
 
Alan started playing bridge as a university student in South Africa in the early 
70s while observing fellow students playing board and card games for money.   
 
He took an interest in their fortunes and decided he’d give it a go himself. 
During the Christmas holidays he read a book by Charles Goren on the basics 
of bridge and used this knowledge to start his bridge career. “I thought I would 
give it a go, but it proved to be unprofitable – in fact I think I provided the beer 
and bikkies for some time,” he joked. 
 
“In the early days, bridge clubs in South Africa were private establishments 
not incorporated societies like New Zealand.  I played where I could but I was 
never very good.”  
 
In 1972 Alan was selected as a reserve for the Natal University Bridge Team 
but on his way to the tournament he hit a sheep wandering across the road.  
To say he was unhappy does not even get close to the annoyance he felt – a 
University student does not have a lot of money to repair a car! By the way his 
team didn’t do well either, doubling the annoyance! 
 
The following year, Alan came to New Zealand to join his mother and two 
sisters who had emigrated here while he was completing his degree in 
chemical engineering.  His father having suddenly passed away a few years 
earlier from a heart attack.  
 
Alan tried his hand working in Whangarei but didn’t really enjoy the job. He 
joined the Tauranga Bridge Club at the end of that year and started playing 
with Cedric Friis and gained considerable success from their partnership. 



“Cedric was the guru of the Club at the time. I had great respect for him,” said 
Alan. 
 
Via an introduction from a bridge player, Alan was encouraged to apply for a 
role at Otumoetai College teaching physics and maths. He had never 
considered teaching but ended up in the profession for 18 years in total. 
“From the beginning I was never really settled in New Zealand and thought 
about going back home - maybe a little homesick.  Dad had always said never 
go backwards, go forward, so I decided to travel to England where I stayed for 
a year and had a great time,” he said. 
 
Alan joined the Lancaster Gate Bridge Club, which was half way between 
Marble Arch and Queensway.  This club had a kitchen to serve meals, so one 
could go there for a fine meal, have a glass or two of wine and perhaps a little 
rum in their coffee before playing cards.   
 
 “I gained considerable experience from the opportunities of playing there,” he 
said. “In those days I did not drink any alcohol, so my edge over the other 
players was enormous” he quipped.   
 
Alan has represented New Zealand and played at the highest levels of the 
game internationally. “I have travelled the world because of bridge and have 
enjoyed many experiences,” he said. “It’s been amazing.” 
 
“This honour isn’t just for me, it’s for bridge and the recognition that the game 
will received as a result. For that, I couldn’t be more proud.” 

 
  
 

HISTORICAL HICCUPS VI 
The year was 1593. The venue was the Mermaid Tavern in Cheapside, 
London. Four friends were seated around a table, quaffing ale and playing 
social bridge: Will Shakespeare, Ben Jonson, Kit Marlowe and Thomas 
Nashe. Kit picked up his cards and smiled inwardly – a hand containing 24 
high card points is rare indeed! “The gods today stand friendly!” he exulted. 
He opened the bidding with the standard 2♣ and followed his partner’s 
‘waiting or negative’ bid of 2♦ with a standard 2NT. Ace- and King-asking bids 
followed and Kit soon found himself in a contract of 7NT. These were the 
hands: 
     Thomas Nash    
     KJ4      
     KJ8       
Will Shakespeare   987   Ben Johnson 
 532    A976   10876   
 6432       109   
 543    AQ9   QJ109  
 432    AQ75   J98   
     AK2      
     KQ6      
     Kit Marlowe 



“A plague on both your houses!” muttered Will grumpily. “There shall be no 
more cakes and ale!” Kit grinned; “I prithee now lead the way without any 
more talking.” Will stared at his cards... “All the perfumes of Arabia could not 
sweeten this little hand”, he said despondently, and with a huge sigh led the 
H4. Thomas laid dummy on the table: “Here’s my hand... Look here upon this 
picture, and on this.” “Marry I thank you for it.” Kit rejoiced, “O! It is excellent to 
have a giant’s strength.” Ben was not impressed. “Suit the action to the word!” 
“I pray thee cease thy counsel, I’ll be gone about it straight.” replied Kit.  
He took the first trick in dummy and decided to test the club suit, saying “All is 
well ended if this suit be won.” Which it was, and play proceeded at great 
speed with Kit playing out the fourth club, three rounds of spades, the Ace 
and King of diamonds and across to the King and Jack of hearts... Oops!! He 
suddenly found that he had overtaken the Jack with the Queen in hand... 
where had his other small heart gone? His face grew pale...  
“Who is’t that hinders you?” asked Thomas. “A foolish heart that I did leave 
here behind.” replied Kit. “You have lost the heart?”  Kit checked through his 
played cards – and found the H5 behind his CK. “O I am Fortune’s fool! Is 
there no remedy?” he moaned. “None!” replied Ben with some satisfaction, 
“You know the law.” Indeed he did... The World Bridge Federation By-laws of 
1557, Law 67B paragraph 2(a) clearly stated: ‘When the offender hath played 
more than one card to the defective trick, that card must be restored to his 
hand and play continue.’ As a result, Will Shakespeare took the thirteenth trick 
with his H6, defeating the contract. Kit was bereft! “O my offense is rank! It 
smells to heaven!” And Will was stunned! “And they say miracles are past! 
’Tis a lucky day, and we’ll do good deeds on’t!” 
It is a matter of history that 1593 was marked by the untimely death of 
Christopher Marlowe in a drunken brawl and the rise to fame and fortune of 
William Shakespeare. 
 
Footnote: Shakespeare obviously pursued the game of bridge further. There 
is, in fact, no aspect of the game of which the Immortal Bard does not make 
mention. 
The Cards: ‘so excellent a King’, ‘the Queen is dead’, ‘an arrant Knave’, ‘the 
suits of woe’. 
The Auction: ‘the fellow has a deal’, ‘go bid them’, ‘O! Let him pass!’, ‘well 
then, I’ll double your folly’. 
The Play: ‘the play’s the thing’, ‘though this be madness, yet there is method 
in it’, ‘preserve the King’, ‘plays such fantastic tricks’. 
The Heart Suit That Breaks: ‘kind hearts are more than coronets’. 
The Disappointing Dummy: ‘your suit’s unprofitable’. 
The Psyche: ‘a very ancient and fish-like smell’. 
Multi-coloured Bids: ‘let’s have one other gaudy night’. 
The Gamble: ‘tempt not a desperate man’. 
The Phantom Sacrifice: ‘O! That way madness lies; let me shun that’. 
The Revoke: ‘this can be no trick’. 
The Claim: ‘cudgel thy brains no more about it’. 
The Excuse: ‘what foul play had we!’ 
The Post Mortem: ‘good play needs no epilogue’. 
The Good Session: ‘O such a day. So fought, so followed, and so fairly won’. 
The Bad Session: ‘when I was at home I was in a better place’. 



The Usual Session: ‘and so, from hour to hour, we ripe and ripe and then, 
from hour to hour, we rot and rot’. 

 
Christmas Party Photos 
 
The 2017 Christmas party at the Club was another outstanding occasion for 
everyone who attended. If you’d like a memory of the event, the official 
photographer, Rosalind Phillips, has a range of priceless images on file. To 
order your special photograph(s), please contact her on 572 4444.  
 
New and Amended Phone Numbers 
BARRY Annie……………. 929 7741 
BRAND Robyn…………… 021 411 442  
BRISTOW Liz……………. 579 4942 
CRONIN Bruce…………... 544 2766 
GILCHRIST Darren………  027 702 4965 
O’BRIEN Rod…………….. 027 432 9285 
SMITH June………………. 543 2676 (H), 021 040 4904 (M) 
STROMBOM Beth…......... 571 4452 
WHAM Margaret…………. 576 2249 
 
Sponsors 
 
Many thanks to our new and returning sponsors this year.  
 
Althorp Village – 543 4008 

Andrea Cawley - Eves – 571 7764 

Bakers Delight - Mt Maunganui – 574 3581 

Baybat Batteries NZ Ltd – 571 2222 

Bay City Rentals – 570 3106 

Blomquist's Bakery – 575 9996 

Brookfield Amcal Pharmacy – 576 5132 

Brookfield New World – 576 2850 

Café Versailles – 571 1480 

Car Air BOP Ltd – 572 0210 

Ceiling Fan Company – 281 2323 

Champers Hair Studio – 576 1467 

Cherrywood Shoes – 576 5685 

Christine Grant Celebrant – 578 1235 

Cobblestone Court Motel – 0800 506 306 

Craigs Investment Partners – 577 6049 

Digital Photographics & Video – 576 4158 

Duyvestyn Drainage – 575 6742 

Ebbett Tauranga - Holden – 578 2843 

Farmer Motor Group – 578 6017 

Fraser Manor – 578 8986 

Fusion Coffee Company – 575 4457 

Heirloom Kitchens – 578 6361 

Ingham Mora Accountancy – 578 2849 

Jackson Reeves - Lawyers – 578 2129 

Martelletti Consulting – 552 4286 

 Metlifecare Greenwood Park – 544 7500 

Michael Toner Law – 577 9966 

Mount Mantua-Maker * – Anonymous 

Neighbourhood Beer Kitchen – 570 3262 

Ngatai Ltd * – Anonymous 

Omanu Orcas * – 575 4914 

Phil Mangos - Bayleys Lifestyle Real Estate – 027 496 5995 

Prestige Framing – 577 9397 

Shelley's Hair Design – 576 1703 

Somerset Cottage Restaurant – 576 6889 

Summit Motor Lodge – 578 1181 

Tauriko Players * – Anonymous 

Te Puna Comes To Town – Anonymous 

Thea Straub - Harcourts – 578 0879 

The Local Plumber – 576 2184 

Travelcom, Don Menzies – 575 5049 

Ultimate Motor Group – 579 0180 

 

* Anonymous donations have come from our own club members 

 

Please support our generous sponsors and when you 
do, tell them you are from the Bridge Club 

 

SPONSORS 


