
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor 

Chris Buckley 
 

Contact details 

Tel: 570 3492 or 021 154 4321 

Email: chris.buckley@xtra.co.nz  



The cold weather has certainly seen huge numbers at the Club during the day 

sessions. On some occasions, the tables have been almost out the door. It’s great 

to see so many members enjoying themselves. 

Carolyn Parker has also been very busy with her learner lessons and very shortly, 

the class of 2018 will graduate and assimilate into Wednesday evening sessions. 

It’s fantastic to see the new members so keen to learn. 

 

New Chairs at the Club 

 

You’ll be delighted to learn that the 

Club has had a windfall!  The Lion 

Foundation has kindly granted us 

funds to upgrade our chairs so the 

order has been placed and the new 

furniture should arrive at the 

beginning of June. 

The grant covers around 25% of the 

purchase costs. In order to raise more funds for these chairs, members (if they 

wish) can make a donation of $100 to the Club for each chair. The Club will issue 

a receipt for tax purposes. 

In return for this support, the member’s name will be placed on the back of the 

chair. This isn’t mandatory and members can donate anonymously if they prefer. 

If you are interested in sponsoring one or more chairs, please see Norm for a 

form. Thanks in advance for your support and if you know anyone who would 

like to buy the old chairs, please let us know too. 

 

Tauranga Bridge Club – Handicaps explained 

From time to time, we get questions about the mysteries of the handicapping 

system and from time to time, we pop something in Finesse to explain it. Of 

course players come and go and never catch up with how it all works and others 

just plain forget how it works! 

The Handicaps are not an exact science and for player’s sakes, we wish it was.   



Initially, all handicaps are calculated within the scoring package, based on your 

performance for that day. Therefore, if you play 2 or 3 times a week, you will 

have 2 or 3 different handicaps. This is because you may play better (or worse) 

on some days due to the strength of the field. 

The calculation for each player is based on the following steps: 

1. It looks at all scores for each player over the year for each day of the 

week 

2. Removes anyone who has played 5 or less sessions for that day 

3. Averages the player’s scores   eg 56.2% 

4. Subtract the average from 50%  eg  -6.2% and that is your handicap 

5. Your handicap is then added to your partner’s handicap for an event 

then averaged. 

eg -6.2% + -2.8%.  This is - 9% in total so the partnership handicap is -

4.5% for that day 

Obviously if your average is below 50% you will get a plus handicap. 

Without mentioning any names, I have looked up one player who plays 4 times 

a week and their handicaps are as follows: 

Monday:  - 2.14  

Tuesday:  - 5.89 

Thursday:  +1.93 

Friday:   -5.11 

Clearly this person is well above average for the daytime sessions, rather good 

on Monday slightly below average on Thursday nights. 

Sometimes there are anomalies so we review the handicaps at the beginning of 

each year and sometimes during the year. We will make manual adjustments if 

required.  We do not always see these anomalies, so are happy to review 

individual handicaps at any time during the year and analyse your results in 

detail. Please do not be afraid to ask. 

Teams handicaps 

This is a challenge, as the only data we have is pairs results for individuals and 

this may not reflect their ability as a team player or the combined team handicap 

is not comparable with like teams. Initially we look at the pairs handicap and 

apply a set formula to each player to arrive at a team handicap.  There is also a 

need look at the number of boards being played as a team handicap cannot be 



the same for a 12 board match versus an 8 board match.  We should, however, 

do a sensibility check and make each team has been fairly calculated and if we 

think they do not make sense, adjust them.   

The handicap list is displayed on the Notice Board and on the website.  Please 

take the time to have a look when you can.  

 

Profile of an ex Club President 

1930 - 2018 

With the passing of Ivan Sokolich on the 3rd of May aged 87, the Club lost one of 

its stalwarts of the 1970s to the early 2000s. 

Ivan joined the Club in 1969, was elected to the committee ten 

years later and followed Bruce Vant as President from 1983 to 

1985. He was a keen supporter of the Club and as the 

proprietor of Merivale Motors was a sponsor of events for 

many years. 

Ivan’s bridge career was mainly at Club level; other interests 

such as skiing occupied his weekends but there was one 

notable tournament success, partnering Matthew Bristow to 

win the 1983 Tauranga Open Pairs heading a field that included notables such 

as Merle Marr and Ian Clayton, Tom Jacob and Murray Wood, and Ron Scott and 

Bruce Marr. 

Ivan always brought huge positivity to the bridge table; bidding was approached 

with confidence and optimism and partner’s job was to provide the cards to 

make the contract; never mind that the last five finesses had failed, there was 

always the next hand! Sadly, failing health meant that we saw less and less of 

Ivan at the bridge table over the past decade until it forced his resignation in 

2014. 

Many of our current members will have fond memories of partnering Ivan and 

competing against him. Our thoughts are with his wife Gloria and his family at 

this sad time. 

 

 



HISTORICAL HICCUPS VIII 

It was a summer afternoon in Versailles, 1776. Marie 

Antoinette stared out the window, time hanging 

heavily on her hands. “Mon dieu, je m’ennuie” she 

murmured. A sudden thought crossed her mind… 

“Peut-etre… un jeu au bridge?...” 

She called for her two closest confidantes – Marie Therese Louise de Savoie-

Carignan, Princesse de Lamballe and Yolande Martine Gabrielle de Polastron, 

Duchesse de Polignac (known to her friends as Gabrielle). To make up the four 

she summoned Victoire Amande Josephe de Rohan, Princesse de Guemene, 

governess to the royal children. (As there were no royal children at this stage 

she, also, had time on her hands.) “Allons au Petit Trianon”. Marie Antoinette 

had been gifted the property by her husband, Louis XVI, two years previously 

and it was her favourite refuge. “Nous allons jouer au bridge.” 

The four women settled around the card table – Marie Antoinette opted to 

partner the governess, taking some small pleasure in seeing the two rivals for 

her affection forced to partner one another. After several uneventful part-

scores, this hand was dealt by Marie Therese, sitting South: 

      Gabrielle                                                                                                    

      K107           

      104      

 Victoire    K762   Marie Antoinette 

 2     AQJ5    AQ9643 

 832         96  

 J94         Q10  

 K108763    J85    942  

      AKQJ75     

      A853      

       -      

      Marie Therese 

She opened the bidding “Un Coeur”. Gabrielle responded “Deux trefles” – but in 

spite of being void in this suit, Marie Therese decided that her hand, with seven 

sure tricks if played in hearts, warranted the jump bid. “Trois coeurs” she said, 

firmly. Gabrielle surveyed her hand. No trump was the obvious option – but… 

Marie Therese was not the sharpest of card players and could find things more 



difficult with the lead through North’s hand… (It still rankled that the Princesse 

de Lamballe had retained the position of Superintendent of the Queen’s 

Household in spite of her now lower standing in the Queen’s favour). “Alors,” 

she said finally, “quatre coeurs. Bon chance, mon amie”. 

Victoire led her singleton spade. On the low card from dummy Marie Antoinette 

imperiously played the Queen, Ace and another, which was ruffed by the 

governess who exited safely with a trump. Marie Therese surveyed the scene. 

She could not afford to lose another trick! Nothing for it but to go for the 50% 

chance of success afforded by a ruffing finesse in clubs. With an inward prayer, 

she played the Queen. One light… “Je suis desolee” she sighed “mais ce contrat… 

“ she shrugged expressively “C’est impossible…” 

“Au contraire” responded her partner, with a smile that verged on a smirk, 

“C’est facile…” And Gabrielle proceeded to explain to the hapless Marie 

Therese how she could have squeezed West in the minor suits by cashing the 

Ace of clubs, ruffing a low club and then running all her hearts. Before she 

played her final heart, these would have been the hands:   

      Gabrielle     

         -      

         -      

  Victoire   K76   Marie Antoinette 

   -    Q    64  

   -         -  

  J94        Q10 

  K     -    -  

      J      

      A85      

      -      

      Marie Therese 

The play of the Jack would have sounded the death knell for West! 

Whose was the greatest hiccup? Marie-Therese for not seeing the squeeze? 

Gabrielle for refusing to bid the comfortable 3NT? Marie Antoinette for pitting 

the two known rivals against each other in partnership? Whichever was the 

greatest, all three were doomed. Marie Therese was savagely murdered in 1792, 

Marie Antoinette guillotined in 1793 and Gabrielle died in the same year. Only 

the governess lived to see the 19th century.     



What Would You Like To Read About? 

The Finesse newsletter is to keep members up to date about happenings at the 

Club but it’s also an avenue for members to contribute articles of interest to 

other members. Please feel free to make suggestions and provide any articles 

that will amuse, entertain and inform and send them to Chris Buckley c/- Norm 

at the office. 

 

Dirty Dishes 

It seems that some members, playing at the evening sessions, are getting into 

the habit of placing their used dishes in the sink for the kitchen fairy to clean up. 

After every session of bridge, please make sure that you place your dirty dishes 

in the dishwasher so the kitchen fairy has the day off! 

 

Restricted Tournaments  

For restricted tournament partnerships are based on the NZ Bridge grades, 

which states that no two Open players are permitted but any other partnership 

combination is fine. 

 

Recent Tournament Successes Featuring Club Members 

24 Mar  Waihi Open 8B 

   3rd Alan Turner & Yuzhong Chen (Hamilton) 

   4th Linley Hay & Bob Callcut 

02 Apr  Auckland Easter Congress Teams 

   4th Jo Simpson, Sam Simpson & team-mates 

07 Apr  Tauranga All Grades Pairs 5A 

   1st Christine Gibbons & Jenna Gibbons (Waikato) 

   2nd Jo Simpson & Sam Simpson 

   3rd Kate Terry & Judy Pawson 

 

   Best Non-Open Pair 

   Maurine Roisleux & Trish Kidd (Te Puke) 



   Session Prizes 

   Shirley Bain & Pat Ware 

   Rachelle Pelkman & Murray Wood 

   Henry Levy & Arleen Schwartz (Otago) 

 

15 Apr  Hamilton Restricted Pairs 8B 

   Intermediate-Intermediate 

   2nd  Lyn Bailie & Ross Petersen 

27 Apr  Gisborne Open Pairs 5A 

   1st Amanda Smith & Stephen Francks 

28 Apr  Bay Pairs Round 1 – Whakatane 

   1st Kate Terry & Judy Pawson 

   3rd Margaret Wakelin & Bev Walker 

   4th Pamela Pedersen & Bren Birss 

   5th Judy McLeod & Karen Martelletti 

 

   Best Non-Open Pair 

   Jo Wenham & Barry Doyle 

01 May  Hamilton Ladies Pairs 3A 

   1= Judy McLeod & Judith Malcolm 

   4th Kate Terry & Judy Pawson 

 

05 May  Matamata Junior Pairs 

   1st Angela Newton & Mike Newton 

05-06 May  Taupo Open Pairs 5A 

   4th Pat Rutherford & Heather Melville 

12-13 May  Waikato-Bays Inter Provincial Trials - Teams Selected 

   Intermediate 

   June Hagan, Peter Hagan 

   Rochelle van Heuven, Tim Rigter (Te Aroha) 



    

   Senior 

   Rachelle Pelkman, Murray Wood 

   Josie McKenzie, Jena Robinson (Thames) 

 

   Womens 

   Kathy Yule (Matamata), Jo Simpson 

   Diane Emms, Jane Stearns (Cambridge) 

 

   Open 

   Gary Foidl, Brett Glass (Hamilton) 

   Pat Rutherford, Tony Hacking 

 

19 May  Te Awamutu Restricted Pairs 

   4th Stacey Hilton & Graham Young 

20 May  Katikati Intermediate Pairs 

   1st Barbara Stimson & Maurine Roisleux 

   2nd Melanie Rex & Simon Eminson 

 

26 May  Te Puke Restricted Pairs  

   1st Melanie Rex & Kate Terry 

   3rd Judy Waldvogel & Edna Nicholson 

   5th Shirley Knight & Anne Clarke 

 

27 May  Bay Pairs Round 2 – Tauranga 

   1st Rachelle Pelkman & Murray Wood  

   2nd Marion Kelly & Julie Sheridan 

   3rd Mike Newton & Stephen Francks 

   5th Ruth Sweatman & Kay Wright 

 

 

 



Winners Are Grinners 

         

Judy Pawson and Kate Terry             Angela & Mike Newton       Christine & Jenna Gibbons 

Winners of the 10A Pairs             Winners Matamata Jnr       Winners Tauranga Pairs 5A 

                                

Intermediate IP Team 

Tim Rigter, Rochelle van Heuven,   

June & Peter Hagan 

 

 

 Women’s IP Team 

Jane Stearns, Diane Emms,  

Kathy Yule, Jo Simpson 

 

 

 

Senior IP Team 

Josie McKenzie, Jena Robinson, 

Rachelle Pelkman, Murray Wood 

 

 

Open IP Team 

Gary Foidl, Brett Glass, Tony Hacking, Pat 

Rutherford 

 

   

 



Boston Cup Teams 

As usual May brings the Boston Cup Teams, and for the 46th edition of the 

annual battle of the sexes 27 teams turned out to contest the event. This year 

it was the Ladies turn to triumph and from the photographs below you can see 

that they did it in quite some style. 

Thank you to all of the teams for entering into the spirit of the gala last night 

and the time and imagination you put into those costumes. 

 

 

 

2018 Winners! 

Divas 

Melanie Rex, Shirley Bain, Rachelle Pelkman, Jo Simpson 



2018 Handicap Winners 

The Geisha Girls 

Bev McGregor, Shirley Knight, Pat Ware, Carolyn Parker   

2018 Best Non-Open Team 

The Spellbinders 

Chris Andrews, Ruth Pepper, Dianne Menzies, Megan Wackrow 

And then there were… 



       

         Angela’s Angels     The Blue Girls 

              

 

     Comic Entertainers      Dots 

 

 

      Mad Hatters      M&Ms    



        

        

 Pook’s Spooks     Ruff & Sluff 

          

 

 Spring Chicks     T & Ts (Tiaras and Tutus) 

            

 

 Cheaters      Cheaters Unmasked 



 

 

  

 Pros & Cons      The Reds 

 

 

 Spectators 

 

 

Who Said That? 

 People with small minds talk about other people. People with ordinary 
minds talk about events. People with great minds talk about ideas. People 
with warped minds talk about bridge hands! 

 

 

 

  



Sponsors 
 
 
Many thanks to our new and returning sponsors this year.  
 
 

Althorp Village – 543 4008 

Andrea Cawley - Eves – 571 7764 

Bakers Delight - Mt Maunganui – 574 3581 

Baybat Batteries NZ Ltd – 571 2222 

Bay City Rentals – 570 3106 

Blomquist's Bakery – 575 9996 

Brookfield Amcal Pharmacy – 576 5132 

Brookfield New World – 576 2850 

Café Versailles – 571 1480 

Car Air BOP Ltd – 572 0210 

Ceiling Fan Company – 281 2323 

Champers Hair Studio – 576 1467 

Cherrywood Shoes – 576 5685 

Christine Grant Celebrant – 578 1235 

Cobblestone Court Motel – 0800 506 306 

Craigs Investment Partners – 577 6049 

Digital Photographics & Video – 576 4158 

Duyvestyn Drainage – 575 6742 

Ebbett Tauranga - Holden – 578 2843 

Farmer Motor Group – 578 6017 

Fraser Manor – 578 8986 

Fusion Coffee Company – 575 4457 

Heirloom Kitchens – 578 6361 

Ingham Mora Accountancy – 578 2849 

Jackson Reeves - Lawyers – 578 2129 

Martelletti Consulting – 552 4286 

 
 Metlifecare Greenwood Park – 544 7500 

Michael Toner Law – 577 9966 

Mount Mantua-Maker * – Anonymous 

Neighbourhood Beer Kitchen – 570 3262 

Ngatai Ltd * – Anonymous 

Omanu Orcas * – 575 4914 

Phil Mangos - Bayleys Lifestyle Real Estate – 
027 496 5995 

Prestige Framing – 577 9397 

Sanderson Group – 579 2036 

Shelley's Hair Design – 576 1703 

Somerset Cottage Restaurant – 576 6889 

Summit Motor Lodge – 578 1181 

Tauriko Players * – Anonymous 

Te Puna Comes To Town – Anonymous 

Thea Straub - Harcourts – 578 0879 

The Local Plumber – 576 2184 

Travelcom, Don Menzies – 575 5049 

Ultimate Motor Group – 579 0180 
 
* Anonymous donations have come from 
our own club members 
 
Please support our generous sponsors and 
when you do, tell them you are from the 
Bridge Club 

 

 

SPONSORS 


