
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor 

Chris Buckley 
 

Contact details 

Tel: 570 3492 or 021 154 4321 

Email: chris.buckley@xtra.co.nz 



Marvellous Mavis Marks Milestone 
 
A capacity crowd of members turned up on 
Tuesday 8th October to help Mavis celebrate 
her special day.  It’s hard to believe that Mavis is 
100 years old! 
 
Resplendent in her colourful outfit and specially 
decorated chair and room, songs were sung to 
her, glowing comments were attributed to her 
and a special cake was served.  

 
Humble as ever, Mavis took the occasion in her stride and played to her 
audience making witty comments and receiving her guests as they lined 
up to offer congratulations. 
 
Two of Mavis’ four children played bridge with 
her and joined in the special celebration. 
 
Mavis credits her longevity to her stout Finnish, 
German and English ancestry and a can-do 
attitude. 
 
Born in Taupiri, she was a keen sportswoman playing netball, basketball, 
tennis and golf…as well as a savvy game of bridge! 
 
Her children, 12 grandchildren, 33 great-grandchildren, and 2 great-
great-grandchildren keep her young too. 
 
These key events have occurred over Mavis’ life: 
1930 – The Great Depression 
1931 – Hawkes Bay earthquake destroys much of Napier and Hastings 
1940 – The Holocaust 
1941 – Pearl Harbour 
1945 – VE Day 
1953 – Sir Edmund Hillary & Sherpa Tenzing Norgay conquer Mt Everest 
1955 – Vietnam War 
1960 – Television transmission begins in NZ 
1961 – First man in space  
2003 – Iraq War 



 
Christmas Party 
 
Can you believe that the Christmas season is imminent! 
Where did the year go?? 
 

Anyway to assist with your planning and costume preparation, the letter 
we all need to dress to is ‘E’. Let your imaginations run wild with this 
letter as it’s the first time we’ve featured a vowel. 
 
Don’t forget that the Christmas party is on Saturday 14th December so 
reserve the date for a fun day of bridge. 
 
Air Conditioning 
 
The air conditioning has been an ongoing problem this year. One of the 
key factors is that some twitchy fingers keep fiddling with the dials. 
Please do not touch the temperature settings as we endeavour to sort 
out the issue. 
 
Pat Rutherford 
 

In 1989 when living in Feilding, a small town with 
a population of approx. 10.000, I was fascinated 
and curious by the terminology (slams, no 
trump, contracts, finesse, doubling, major and 
minor games) of some of my woman friends. 
They had enjoyed bridge lessons so I decided it 
was time for me to follow suit.  
 
We played in the Senior Citizen hall and during 

the next couple of years I was very involved in fundraising for the club, 
which resulted in the purchase of a building in which the Feilding Bridge 
Club is located.  
 
During the second year of my learning (and believe me it’s an ongoing 
process) I played my first tournament, the Palmerston North Junior, with 
Thelma and we won. Perhaps it was beginners luck!  
 
From that experience, I then ventured to join the Palmerston North club 



for more experience and was fortunate enough to play with John 
Tristram. A couple of years later, John suggested we play the Fullerton 
teams (a major event) with some of his mates from the Hawkes Bay. 
They (Tony Hacking and John Pitts) agreed and we won. It was an 
unbelievable feeling - I was hooked.  
 
I went on to represent Central Districts in the open teams at the 
Interprovincials, which at that time were played for 2 days prior to the 
national congress in Hamilton. 
 
After several years of playing bridge in Hamilton I made the NZ pairs 
final at Congress one year and the plate another year with my partner 
Dawn. 
 
I also served on the Waikato Bays committee as treasurer for 
approximately 3 years. 
 
In 1999, I moved to Tauranga and have enjoyed playing at the Tauranga 
club ever since, also serving on the committee. Heather and I made the 
senior interprovincial team a couple of years then in 2013 I won the 
senior pairs at the national congress with Lynne, a great thrill.  
 
Tony and I have made the senior Interprovincial team for Waikato/ 
BOP for several years and 2017 we were fortunate to have Rachelle 
Pelkman and Murray Wood as teammates and were delighted to win the 
event in Wellington - a first for the Waikato BOP area. 
 
Finally at the Hawke’s Bay congress this year in the open teams, I 
garnered enough A pts to make Grand Master. Thanks to Judy, Marion, 
Norm and ALL my partners over the years who have helped me enjoy 
the game and achieve success. Long may it continue! 
 
Rooms For Hire 
 
If you know of other clubs or organisations interested in hiring the 
bridge club on a regular or ad hoc basis, please contact Norm. We have 
an excellent space with fabulous facilities so we’d like to make use of 
our building. 
 
 



Upgrade to Lighting 

 
Thanks to a grant from TECT, the Club will be upgrading the lights to LED. 
This will really improve the quality of the lighting and make it easier to 
bid those slams in future! 
 
 
Following Karen Martelletti’s tips, here’s another to consider: 
 

 
Playing in a Suit Contract 

 
1. Count your LOSERS. Decide which ones can be disposed of or 

turned into winners (by trumping, by finessing or by discarding 
them on a side suit).  

2. If your plan calls for trumping one or more of your losers in the 
short-trump hand (usually dummy), do that before you lead 
trumps - even if you have to give up tricks to set up the trumping 
position.  

3. Next, lead out your trumps, counting as the opponents follow to 
each trick. This will usually be your best approach if you have good 
honour strength and/or length in one or more of the outside suits. 

4. Attack your longest side suit. Give up your losers early.  
5. Cash honours in your short suits.   

 
 
 

 Congress 2019 – A Snapshot of the Week 
 By Bruce Inglis 

 

The 2019 Congress started Saturday Sept 28th with 224 pairs competing 
in the NZ Pairs and Open Restricted events. Nearly 800 players, including 
over 80 overseas players, registered for the various events over the 
Congress week.  

After four qualifying rounds, the Mount and Tauranga clubs were 
represented in the NZ Pairs finals [Final & Plate] by four players. Rachelle 



Pelkman [5th] & Judy Pawson/Kate Terry [23rd] were the standout local 
performers in this event, having qualified in the top three. 

 

The local clubs were also well represented in the Restricted Open Pairs 
results with Linley Hay/Bren Birss & Shirley Bain/Graham Young finishing 
a respectable 11th & 14th. No local players finished in the finals of the NZ 
Teams [top 16 qualifying], though some joy was forthcoming for Graham 
Young & Shirley Bain finishing 4th in the Restricted Open teams. 

 

The potent local team of Kate Terry, Judy Pawson, Karen Martelletti & 
Julie Sheridan retained the Cormack Cup for being the highest placed 
women’s team [27th] in the NZ Teams event. 

 

Jo and Sam Simpson, representing the Waikato Bays continued the Bay’s 
successes’ by winning the rubber bridge final. 

 

The week’s bridge was capped off with Graham Young/Malcolm Christie 
finishing second in the Open Restricted Swiss Pairs and Diane Roger/Lyn 
Bailie coming a meritorious fourth in the Intermediate Swiss Pairs. 

 

A highlight of the week was the emphasis on and recognition of bridge 
ethics by players. This was evidenced by the sportsmanship of a number 
of leading players at critical stages of the tournament where bids, 
obviously made in error, were allowed to be retracted. Good to see and 
an endorsement of the efforts being made within the club and nationally 
to encourage and further positive bridge ethics. 

 

The Homer award given during the week for the most inglorious plays 
again allowed the mere mortals of the bridge world to enjoy the follies 
of some of our higher-ranking peers. Pick of the week was one of our 
leading players going 8 light for -2000 in 7NT doubled. Something most 
of us would gladly avoid in our less illustrious bridge careers. 

Overall, a great week of bridge well represented by the Tauranga and 
Mount members who featured highly in many of the events through the 
week.  

 



 
World Championships in Wuhan  

 
They Won and They Lost 
9 out of 10 wins with 8 of those wins by 13 vps or 
more… and a single loss by two imps in their last 
10 matches proved just not quite enough to 
secure a top 8 finishing round-robin position for 

the Bridge Blacks. There should be no shame, only disappointment, in 
finishing 9th, under 6 vps from qualifying. For them, the round-robin 
finished one round too early and certainly one round too late. 

After a 22-imp victory in Round 22 against Italy, the Bridge Blacks had 
hauled their way for the first time into the top 8, by just 0.77vps ahead 
of Israel with Italy 2 vps behind. Egypt did both the Kiwis and Italians a 
big favour by beating Israel in the final match but it was always going to 
be easier for Italy against Argentina than the Bridge Blacks against 
Netherlands. So, it proved with Italy leap-frogging into 8th position with a 
42-imp win, while New Zealand won by just 2 imps. 

The Bridge Ferns finished 16th, just, despite two losses at the end. While 
respectable, they could not keep up their early good form. After a brief 
revival, the Bridge Seniors slipped back again, just avoiding the wooden 
spoon. Although the field was strong, more had been expected, hoped 
for, from this team. 

The Mixed Blacks kept fighting and finished with two small wins which 
left them 20th, a position they occupied almost entirely since Round 10. 

Open (Bridge Blacks)     

Match Opposition Imps NZ Vps NZ Position 

22 Italy 45-23 15.38 8th 

23 Netherlands 23-21 10.61 9th 

 

 

 



Women (Bridge Ferns) 

Match Opponents Imps NZ Vps NZ Position 

22 Australia 37-48 6.96 16th 

23 India 23-43 5.0 16th 

 

Seniors (Bridge Masters) 

Match Opponents Imps NZ Vps NZ Position 

22 Reunion 37-61 4.26 24th 

23 France 10-40 3.27 23rd 

 

Mixed Blacks 

Match Opponents Imps NZ Vps NZ Position 

22 India 41-30 13.04 20th 

23 Morocco 49-38 13.04 20th 

  

The Bridge Blacks accumulated 41 imps in three boards against Italy. 17 
imps came in when the Italian declarer took a 2-way finesse in 6NT the 
wrong way (how cruel bridge can be at times) while two well placed side 
suit honours gained Bach-Cornell 10 imps in their aggressive 4 spades 
vulnerable game. 

If there was some luck involved in those two swings, the 14 that game 
from this board were earned: 

 

 



ROUND 22 Board 31 

South Deals    North  

N-S Vul    K 9 

     A J 5 3 

     8 4 2 

West     K 10 7 4   East   

J 10 8 6 5 4        A 2   

8 6 4 2        Q 9 

J 10 7         Q 9 5 

-     South    A Q 9 8 6 2 

     Q 7 3 

     K 10 7 

     A K 6 3 

     J 5 3 

24 points between the North-South hands. Sometimes that is enough to 
bid and make 3NT. Not this time, however. The Italians tried. Ashley 
Bach tried to help his partner by leading J diamonds (he was unable to 
lead his partner’s real suit!) and the hand collapsed for the declarer who 
finished 4 down, -400. Meanwhile, it looks like at the other table, after 
Michael Whibley (North)’s 1 club opening (short as 2) that either directly 
or on the next round, East overcalled 2 club. Matt Brown was able to 
make a values/ negative double… and that became the final contract. 
There were 5 side-suit and 2 trump losers for +500 to New Zealand, 900 
and 14 imps in. 

That was a great win over 2 top class pairs, Versace- Lauria and Bocchi- 
Sementa. The Dutch team was equally as strong. Against the 
Netherlands, New Zealand lost 23 imps in two boards. Whatever regrets 
they might have about them, had these two boards been flat (they could 
have been), it would still have not quite been enough to finish 8th. 

Let’s finish with a tied board against Netherlands where Matt Brown 
demonstrated that the old piece of advice about running your long suit 



in a no-trump contract does really bring its rewards. 

ROUND 23 Board 5 

North Deals    North 

None Vul    5 2 

     A K Q 8 3 

     K 7 4 3 2 

West     3    East 

10 8 4         K Q J 3 

J 10 6         9 7 5 

Q 10 6 5        A 8 

10 9 8     South    K 5 4 2 

     A 9 7 6 

     4 2 

     J 9 

     A Q J 7 6 

  

On a spade lead, Matt, South, appears to have 8 tricks with hearts 
breaking (they just had to!) and a successful club finesse….with only a 
defensive slip-up in spades or opening up diamonds for declarer 
providing a 9th trick. So, back to basics. 

Matt ducked the spade lead and won East’s low spade continuation. 
Time to run hearts. Matt threw a couple of clubs and a spade while East 
threw a club though his second discard was tricky. He chose 8 diamond. 
Matt took a successful club finesse and led his 9 diamond, ducking after 
West also played low. While Matt could have risked a second club 
finesse for an overtrick (East returned a club), he played safe (another 
good basic piece of advice) and secured his difficult 9 trick game. 7 out 
of 17 Open declarers who tried 3NT failed in their contract.  

Overall, Australia fared no better than New Zealand with their Open 



Team finishing 11th, their Women, 19th, their Seniors 13th and their Mixed 
Team 16th. 

Most teams were either in the top, middle or bottom groups for much of 
the competition. That makes the Bridge Blacks’ rise to 9th from 22nd 
where they still were after Round 9 even more remarkable. They 
finished 127vps ahead of the country who finished 22nd, Bangladesh. 
What a fairy-tale come true another 6 vps would have produced. 

I would like to thank in particular Martin Reid, Kris Wooles, Shirley 
Newton, Matt Brown, Alan Grant, John Patterson and Allan Morris who 
provided material for these reports. Most of our players will be back at 
Hamilton next week for our National Championships. 

Richard Solomon, NZ Bridge 

 
2019 Tauranga Bridge Club AGM 
 
Please mark Tuesday 10th December in your diaries for the Club’s AGM.  
The meeting will start at 7.00pm with drinks and nibbles. 
 
Attending the AGM gives you an insight into the workings of the 
organisation – where costs are spent and the thinking behind decisions 
made throughout the year.  It will also give you the opportunity to meet 
the elected committee. 
 
We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
2020 Tauranga Mini-Congress 
 
Yes, it’s that time of the year again when you should planning ahead to 
play bridge at the Mini-Congress at Anniversary weekend at the end of 
January – rather than laying on the beach!  
 
Next year there is likely to be an additional event – a Restricted Pairs 
contest – running in parallel to the Provincial Pairs on the Saturday. The 
poster with all the details should be available in the near future. 



Our Sponsors 

Althorp Village – 543 4008 

Andrea Cawley - Eves – 571 7764 

Bakers Delight - Mt Maunganui – 574 3581 

Baybat Batteries NZ Ltd – 571 2222 

Bay City Rentals – 570 3106 

Blomquist's Bakery – 571 5133 

Brookfield Unichem Pharmacy – 576 5132 

Brookfield New World – 576 2850 

Café Versailles – 571 1480 

Ceiling Fan Company – 281 2323 

Champers Hair Studio – 576 1467 

Cherrywood Shoes – 576 5685 

Cobblestone Court Motel – 0800 506 306 

Cooper Young Construction – 576 2994 

Craigs Investment Partners – 577 6049 

Digital Photographics & Video – 576 4158 

Duyvestyn Drainage – 575 6742 

Ebbett Tauranga - Holden – 578 2843 

Farmer Motor Group – 578 6017 

Focus Ultrasound & NZ Vein Clinic – 07 544 5993 

Fusion Coffee Company – 575 4457 

Heirloom Kitchens – 578 6361 

Jackson Reeves - Lawyers – 578 2129 

Martelletti Consulting – 552 4286 

Metlifecare Greenwood Park – 544 7500 

Michael Toner Law – 577 9966 

Mount Mantua-Maker * – Anonymous 

Neighbourhood Beer Kitchen – 570 3262 

Ngatai Ltd * – Anonymous 

Omanu Orcas * – Anonymous 

Phil Mangos - Bayleys Lifestyle Real Estate – 027 496 5995 

Prestige Framing – 577 9397 

Shelley's Hair Design – 576 1703 

Somerset Cottage Restaurant – 576 6889 

Summit Motor Lodge – 578 1181 

Tauriko Players * – Anonymous 

Te Puna Comes To Town – Anonymous 

Thea Straub - Harcourts – 578 0879 

The Local Plumber – 576 2184 

Thursday Special Ladder * – Anonymous 

Travelcom, Don Menzies – 575 5049 

Ultimate Motor Group – 579 0180 

William Buck Accounting – 927 1234 

 

* Anonymous donations have come from our own club members 

 

Please support our generous sponsors and when you 

do, tell them you are from the Bridge Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold sponsor of the Tauranga Bridge Club 


