
1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor 

Shirley Bain 

 

 

 

Contact details 

Tel: 027 8296799 

Email: rob_harrigan@xtra.co.nz 
 

 



2 
 

 

Committee Introductions #9 

I felt it was time that some of the newer players might like to know more about 

this person, although he has been introduced in the past. As the club Scretary 

and a constant helper at the club it is good for everyone to know about him. He 

often directs, is himself an excellent bridge player, is a kind and wise partner for 

those less knowledgeable and is a tireless worker both in the office and for the 

club. Tauranga Bridge Club members thank you for all your work Norm, and 

I’m sure they will enjoy reading a little more about you. 

 

Norm Silcock… 

I think this is the third one of these I have written over the years, so you should 

be getting to know me quite well by now.  

I started my life in the late 40’s in Westport and therefore, strictly speaking, I’m 

not a West Coaster (they’re from Greymouth and around), but a Bullerite. My 

Dad worked for the Post Office as a telephone linesman and my Mum, before 

marrying, was a legal secretary. Just before I turned three, Dad got a promotion 

to a foreman’s job so we relocated from a mild but wet climate to the freezing 

winters and baking summers of Lumsden in northern Southland. Lumsden; 

population about 400, centre of a large farming area of mainly sheep and crops, 

was a wonderful carefree place to grow up.  

Dad progressed in his career so we moved again when I was 10 to Gore and 

again at 14 to Christchurch where I completed high school and then on to 

university. At about 11 or 12, if asked what I wanted to be when I grew up I 

would have said ‘airline pilot’. My parents had a more practical appreciation of 

the eyesight requirements of that career choice and thought, because I could add 

and subtract quite well, that maybe accounting would be more my forté. As it 

turned out I followed neither path, following increasingly scientific studies at 

high school, and completed a degree in chemistry at Canterbury University. 

This is where I first encountered the game of bridge. My family had always 

played cards, euchar, crib, 500 and a strange ‘West Coast’ game called 45’s so I 

knew what an Ace looked like, but bridge with its endless complexity, was in a 

different league and a challenge.  

After university, a job offer from ICI took me to Wellington and a role in their 

development laboratory working mainly on the expanding market of wood 

adhesives.  

By chance, one of my flat-mates had also played some bridge and I was 

introduced to club bridge at Blades - an under 35 club. It was a tough 

introduction, the club boasting a cou ple of internationals and many battle- 
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hardened players, so when my score exceeded 40% in the weekly game I 

thought I was doing really well!  

Nine years after arriving in the capital and a steady progression through the 

bridge ranks to the heady status of ‘Open’, my job re-located to Mount 

Maunganui to be closer to major adhesive customers.  

The rest, you know. I joined the Tauranga Bridge Club, I met Joanne and we 

formed a bridge partnership that would span over 30 years. We tired of Acol, so 

infuriated many in the club by playing symmetric relay – a system with light 

openers, lengthy auctions and copious alerting. It was fun and we enjoyed our 

measure of success.  

ICI went through major restructuring in 1997, including a name change to 

Orica, and my job now including system development, information 

management and materials safety, was dispersed to a variety of people in 

Australia; this left me more time for bridge and a career change to become the 

club’s part-time Administrator in 1998.  

Joanne was also responsible for introducing me to the experience that is travel. 

Following the death of her husband in 2000 and in subsequent years exhausting 

family and friends, and still with a hankering to visit Machu Picchu, she agreed 

to try me out as travelling companion in 2005 for an adventure to South 

America. I must have passed the test because a trip to Europe and two more 

South American adventures –including several weeks at Spanish schools –were 

my reward, before her untimely passing nearly five years ago.  

Another chapter of life has now been started; a little less tournament bridge, 

though no less time spent at the club because of the expansion of administrative 

duties, and after a break of three years, spreading my wings to see what the big 

wide world has to offer. Despite the thrill of travel, Tauranga is my home, and a 

wonderful place to return to.  
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Even the Open players do it…! – from Annon-y-mouse 

 

A couple of bidding catastrophes that show that everybody is capable of 

mistakes at some time (even the Open Players involved): 

 

Opener opened 1S, opposition went 2H, partner 4H, then pass, pass, pass. As 

declarer, partner played in 4H – in his void, with 3 small hearts in dummy. 

Opposition has a 5/5 heart fit! 6 Spades is cold! Result minus…? Opener failed 

to recognise that the partner’s bid was a splinter showing first round control in 

hearts (Ace or void) 

Opener opened 2NT which was explained by partner as a balanced 20 – 22. 

Bidding proceeds with pass by the opposition then 3C by partner (asking partner 

to bid 4 card suits up). Pass by Opener with a 5 card club suit headed by the 8. 

Partner was again playing the contract in his void while a 5S contract was cold. 

The opening bid of the Opener reflected 5/5 in the minors. 

 

Thanks for sharing these stories Open player, it makes the mere mortals feel a 

little better to know that even the very good players 

occasionally mix up their systems. 

 

Vouchers 

These do not expire, they will carry over to the New Year. 

You can use your vouchers at any time after purchase. 

 

New Chairs 

These are coming in the New Year. In the meantime please be 

very careful with the ones we have. There is a high level of breakage which you 

will have noticed due to the number of non blue chairs being brought into the 

room. There has been some swinging on them which is causing a welded joint 

to fail and snap. Please keep all four legs on the ground. 

 

Christmas Party 

The theme for the Christmas party is the letter ‘N’. Tickets will be on sale 

shortly so don’t forget to get your ticket quickly so that you don’t miss out. The 

day starts with a cooked breakfast, then there is a prizegiving, followed by fun 

bridge. A partner can be found on the day if you don’t have one and you can 

come to one, or all, of the events. 
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Historical Hiccups  #5 - From ‘Eve’ 

 

England, 1553. The Court Pairs, held on June 20th, was always the most eagerly 

anticipated event on the bridge calendar. This annual tournament had been won 

for nine years in succession by the Duke of Northumberland and his regular 

partner the Baron of Bath. This year, however, noting the failing health of 

Edward VI, Northumberland decided that it would be politic to abandon the 

Baron and invite Lady Jane Grey to partner him. 

It was a very festive occasion, the Great Hall festooned with flowers and 

bunting, side tables groaning with spitted lamb, suckling pig and French wine. 

The Duke was somewhat disgruntled at losing the toss, but 6NT bid and made 

on as neatly executed an end-play as you could ever wish to see, restored his 

humour. Three hands later, the pair arrived at the table where the Archbishop of 

Canterbury was sitting South – a good player in his time but now, in old age, his 

mind was inclined to wander and the Duke had every expectation of another 

good result. 

     North 

     Q83 

     AQJ42 

West (The Duke)   Q85    East (Lady Jane) 

 7642    73    105 

 976        K108 

 32        J1097 

 K962    AKJ9    AQ84 

     53 

     AK64 

     J105 

     South (The Archbishop)  

     

After several rounds of bidding, The Duke was on lead against the Archbishop’s 

contract of 3NT. He led the C2; Lady Jane considered her hand for a moment 

then played the CQ, CA and another. A flicker of annoyance crossed the Duke’s 

face and with seeming reluctance he cashed the fourth club, on which the 

Archbishop discarded a heart. A heart at trick 5 was taken with surprising 

alacrity by the ancient churchman, who followed with four rounds of spades. 

Lady Jane discarded a heart on the third...  and on the fourth?... The 

Archbishop, a benevolent smile on his countenance, claimed the rest of the 

tricks. “Forsooth, Lady Jane,” muttered the Duke, “can’st thou not see that his 

Lordship hath but eight tricks? Thou must cash no more than two clubs and exit 

with a diamond! Thou did’st  squeeze thyself!!” Lady Jane blushed daintily and 

with bowed head moved on. 

A little later they sat down with the Master of the Bedchamber and his partner – 

a blue-eyed, fresh-faced young squire whose mannerisms the Duke found 

exceedingly suspect. The hands: 
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     North 

     9763 

     8 

West (The Duke)   K94    East (Lady Jane) 

 852    K9843   AKJ10 

 J976        5432 

 QJ3        762 

 QJ6    Q4    75 

     AKQ10 

     A1085 

     A102 

     South (The Master of the Bedchamber)  

 

After a brief auction, the Duke once again found himself leading against 3NT. 

He deliberated for a moment or two, then played the S5. Lady Jane took the SK, 

SA and, noting with pleasure the fall of the SQ, two more. She could not 

squeeze herself this time! On the fourth spade, his eyebrows twitching, the 

Duke discarded a heart and declarer a second minor suit. Lady Jane switched to 

a heart; the Master of the Bedchamber ran the suit – and the Duke of 

Northumberland choked in the coils of a boa constrictor. Excusing himself from 

the table, the Duke tore viciously into a leg of lamb. “My Lady”, he roared on 

return, “thou must cash no more than two spades! Thou didst squeeze me!!” 

Lady Jane’s visage was porcelain...  

 

For the final hand of the session they were pitted against one of the Duke’s 

arch-rivals, the Spanish Ambassador – a swarthy fellow, altogether too 

flamboyant and foreign for the Duke’s taste. Once again, it was the opposition 

holding the cards:       

North 

     J74 

     Q83 

West (The Duke)   KQ107   East (Lady Jane) 

 9632    J85    1085 

 542        AKJ9 

 AJ642       853 

 Q    AKQ    732 

     1076 

     9 

     AK10964 

     South (The Spanish Ambassador)  

             

Lady Jane was delighted with her partner’s lead of the H4 against the 3NT 

contract. With declarer playing low from dummy she took the HJ, cashed the 
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HK, and with a delicate but knowing glance at the Duke, switched to a spade. 

The Spanish Ambassador, a sardonic smile on his aquiline features, ran nine 

tricks and conceded the last two to an apopleptic Duke. “Madam”, he 

thundered, “thou must cash all thy hearts, that I may show thee where my Ace 

lieth!!!”  

The Spanish Ambassador won the Court Pairs of 1553... and poor, sweet, gentle 

Lady Jane Grey, the ‘Nine-Days Queen’ was beheaded within six months for 

high treason. But she went to her death without regrets... she really had no wish 

to live. 

 

Footnote:  The Duke of Northumberland was executed a month later... Politics 

can be more lethal than bridge!  

 

AGM 

This is getting close – Tuesday 5 December. The meeting will be held in our 

club rooms. If you wish to present any remits these must be submitted in writing 

to the secretary (Norm) by Monday 20 November. 

 

New Contact details 

The 2018 handbook is going to print very shortly. Please make sure your 

contact number is correct. Contact Norm in the office if any changes are 

needed.  

 

Christmas Recipe  

 

Fruit Salsa to have with Ham or cold meats 

 

142g packet mixed blueberries, cherries, 

cranberries and plums 
Dijon mustard 

½ cup dry white wine 

Juice from 1 orange 

1 tbsp brown sugar 

½ x Watties Bit on the Side Cranberry Sauce 

 

Place dried fruit, mustard, white wine, orange juice and brown sugar in a small 

saucepan. Stir and heat til boiling. Reduce heat and continue cooking for 5 

mins, until the liquid is reduced by two thirds. Remove from heat and stir in the 

Cranberry Sauce. Allow to cool. 

Prep time 10 mins. Cooking time 8 Minutes. 
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Bridgemates 

There is now a cleaning regime in place to ensure they are cleaned regularly. If 

you have one at your table that looks particularly dirty, keep it aside at the end 

of the session rather than putting it back in the box for general circulation. 

 

Coming Theatre 

 

Our fabulous, cheerful Jocelyn Buchanan asked me to share this with you. I am 

sure there are avid theatre goers here who will appreciate knowing more about 

this…and how fitting that it has Bridge at it’s center! 

"Exit Laughing" live at Detour Theatre - book your discounted 

show tickets now. 

 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

When the biggest highlight in your life for the past 30 years has been your 

weekly bridge night out with the ‘girls,’ what do you do when one of your 

foursome inconveniently dies? You do the most daring thing you've ever done. 

You ‘borrow’ the ashes from the funeral home for one last card game, and the 

wildest, most exciting night of your lives! 

Your exclusive ticket price is just 21 dollars. That is a saving of 6 dollars off the 

regular ticket price. It's even better than the special Seniors' ticket price! Please 

read the important information on your discount below. 

1. Discount is available exclusively for shows on Wednesday 15 November, 

Thursday 16 November,  Friday 17 November, and Saturday 18 November. 

2. You can book your subscriber tickets online (no transaction fees!), over the 

phone (0508 iTICKET), or over the counter (Tauranga i-SITE). It cannot be 

used for ‘door-sales’ at our theatre. 

3. To book online, and save on your booking fees by selecting the e-ticket 

option (credit card fees still apply), use the following link to choose your 

seats. Select regular adult tickets and then on the following screen enter the 

subscriber's code in the blue ‘Subscriber’ box. Once the code is entered the 

ticket price will change to your special subscriber price. Yay! The promo 
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code is: exitcheer. Here is the link to book 

online: https://www.iticket.co.nz/events/2017/nov/exit-laughing 

4. The Subscribers code: kitchen99 can also be used to book over the phone 

(0508 iTICKET) and over the counter (Tauranga i-SITE, located at 95 

Willow Street, Tauranga). 

2017 Tournament Results  

22 Jul Mount Maunganui Novice Pairs  

1st = Rae Holmes & Chris Buckley  

3rd Kathy Pender & Helene Paterson  
 

22 Jul Mount Maunganui Junior Pairs 3B  

2nd Suzanne Lugton & Jo Wenham  

6th Diane Blumsom & Helen Moffatt  
 

22 Jul Mount Maunganui Intermediate 

Pairs 5B  

3rd Chris Andrews & Megan Wackrow  

6th Joan Waldvogel & Janice Simpson  
 

29 Jul Matamata Open Pairs 5A  

4th Kate Terry & Judy Pawson  
 

04-05 Aug North Island Pairs 20A (New 

Plymouth)  

6th Rachelle Pelkman & Murray Wood  
 

18-19 Aug Fullerton Teams (Havelock 

North) 10A  

2nd Jo Simpson, Sam Simpson & team-mates  
 

12 Aug Cambridge Sixes  

Teams Overall  

3rd (Wo)men in Black - Jo Simpson, Sam 

Simpson, Andrea Andresen, Malcolm Christie, 

Barry Doyle, Jo Wenham  

Open Pairs  

1st Jo Simpson, Sam Simpson  

2nd Judy Pawson, Pat Rutherford  

Dress Up  

1st Turkish Delight  - Anne Clarke, Chris 

Gibson, Kath Harvey, Shirley Knight, Edna 

Nicholson, Jan Russell  

3rd Royal Flush -  Amanda Smith, Stephen 

Francks,  Joy Bates, Colin Roberts,  Angela 

Newton, Mike Newton  
 

23 Sep Mount Maunganui Restricted Pairs 

8B  

Overall  

1st John Laugesen & Bob Callcut  

2nd Sarah Stacey & Pamela Pedersen  

3rd Malcolm Christie & Graham Young  

Intermediate – Intermediate  

1st Janice Simpson & Eric Birnie  

2nd June Hagan & Peter Hagan  

Intermediate – Open  

1st Ruth Sweatman & Margaret Wakelin  

Open – Junior  

1st Stephen Francks & Mike Newton  
 

16 Sep Rotorua Restricted Pairs 8B  

Intermediate – Intermediate  

1st (And 1st Overall) Brenda Birss & Pamela 

Pedersen  

Intermediate – Junior  

1st Lyn Bailie & Ross Petersen  

Open –Junior  

2nd Julie Sheridan & Elaine Kingsford  

10 Sep Thames Restricted Pairs 8B  

Intermediate  

1st Brenda Birss & Pam Pedersen  

Open – Junior  

2nd Lyn Bailie & Kay Wright  

Open – Intermediate  

3rd Melanie Rex & Kate Terry  

 

http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=5051&d=ufnz2VmEWmtqnC0cDhjqlt6HZCW6UDOWXjnO1UiypQ&u=http%3a%2f%2fdetourtheatre%2ecmail19%2ecom%2ft%2fy-l-hkildhl-jylhlijyiu-r%2f
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NZ National Congress  

NZ Intermediate Teams  

2nd  Melanie Rex, Carol Cullen, Bren Birss, 

Pamela Pedersen  

Same Sex Pairs  

2nd  Kate Terry & Judy Pawson  

NZ Intermediate Pairs  

6th Chris Andrews & Megan Wackrow  

NZ Teams  

Qualified in the Top 16 Teams  

Rachelle Pelkman, Murray Wood & team-

mates  

Best Women’s Team (Cormack Cup)  

Kate Terry, Judy Pawson, Karen Martelletti, 

Julie Sheridan, Jo Simpson  

Back to the Future Teams  

8th Kate Terry, Judy Pawson, Karen 

Martelletti, Richard Fletcher  

 

14 Oct Te Puke All Grades 3A  

Session prizes  to Linley Hay & Bruce Inglis  

and Marion Kelly & Rachelle Pelkman  

 

2017 Major Club Events 

  

Two Trophy Singles  

Tallis Trophy  
1st Carolyn Parker 184.58  

2nd Simon Eminson 180.81  

3rd Kate Terry 178.99  
 

Don Gordon Handicap Singles  

1st Simon Eminson 183.88  

2nd Carolyn Parker 172.26  

3rd Jan Gyenge 172.21  
 

Metlifecare Greenwood Park Intermediate 

Championship Pairs  

1st Stacey Hilton & Jan Gyenge 235.18  

2nd June Hagan & Peter Hagan 232.03  

3rd Melanie Rex & Jan Johnstone 226.72  

4th Daphne Hoyle & Sue Handley 215.95  

5th Gaye Fowler & Ruth Sweatman 213.48  
 

Travelcom Tuesday Championship Singles  

1st Pat Rutherford 258.85  

2nd Alex Paul 242.53  

3rd Caren van der Meys 233.94  

4th Cynthia Smith 232.12  

5th Lois Taylor 230.77  
 

Travelcom Junior Championship Singles  

1st = Diana Foster 240.36    Pam Miles 240.36  

3rd Adele Gray 239.97  

4th Kathy Abel 235.66  

5th Robyn Phillips 219.93  
 

Ultimate Motor Group Championship 

Pairs  

1st Jo Simpson & Sam Simpson 238.90  

2nd Kate Terry & Marion Kelly 236.97  

3rd Pam Clotworthy & Norm Silcock 222.75  

4th Carolyn Parker & Nick Comber 222.64  

5th Ron Scott & Tony Hacking 217.54  
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Travelcom Daytime Championship Singles  

1st Judy Pawson 260.96  

2nd Peter Hagan 247.07  

3rd Pam Bell 244.56  

4th Pat Rutherford 239.71  

5th Carolyn Parker 236.72  
 

 

Thank you 

 

This is my last edition of Finesse – it is time for a fresh look and approach and, 

as I have a busy year work wise in 2018, it seems a good time to hand it over. 

My thanks to you all for your kind and supportive comments on my amateur 

writing efforts and a big thank you for your articles, ideas and contributions! 

Please keep this assistance going for the new editor. I will take this opportunity 

to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and enjoyable time with your family and 

friends 

 

Shirley 
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A BIG thank you to our sponsors without whom we would not be able to have 

competitions! Please help in return by supporting their businesses. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Althorpe Village 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrea Cawley - Eves 

Baybat Batteries NZ Ltd Bay City Rentals 

Blomquist’s Bakery Brookfield Amcal Pharmacy 

Café Istanbul Café Versailles 

Car Air BOP Ltd Ceiling Fan Company 

Champers hair Studio Cherrywood Shoes 

Cobblestone Court Motel Digital Photographics and Video 

Duyvestyn Drainage Farmer Motor Group 

Fraser Manor Fusion Coffee Company 

Heirloom Kitchens Ingham Mora Accountancy 

Jackson Reeves - Lawyers Martelletti Consulting 

Michael Toner law Mount Mantua maker 

Neighbourhood Beer Kitchen Ngatai Ltd 

Omanu Orcas Phil Mangos – Bayleys Lifestyle 

Real Estate 

Prestige framing Shelley’s Hair Design 

Somerset Cottage Restaurant Summit Motor lodge 

Tauriko Players Te Puna Comes to Town 

Thea Straub - Harcourts The Local Plumber 

 

 

 

 

 


