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 Tuesday tutorials have ended for the year.
Happy / \ , « Etiquette Board is updated every month. Please make time to

Birthday 7 “ _ check it out
: « Friday drinks THIS Friday 21st November
NOVEMBER Y y

» Improver Lesson Tuesday 25th November .. ‘Declarer Play - Suit
Contracts’. PLEASE register - we need to know for dealing boards.
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Margaret Adoms  Jenny Lynam

Lyn Bailie Linda Mannix + Sunday Bridge usually the 3rd Sunday of the month however
Pam Batten Joan McNeill next session now Sunday 30th Nov. Please note this is the final
Jeanie Bruning Liz ORiordan Sunday session for 2025. There is NO Sunday Bridge in January.
Janet Coleman Jo Simpson + AGM Tuesday 2nd December 6.30pm Drinks. 7pm AGM starts
Irene Edgar Joanne Simson « Ron Klinger workshops Sunday 7th December
Christine Grant Pat Webb A
Mel Grigsby » Our Christmas Party Saturday 13th December.

+ Holiday Bridge Monday evening 15th Dec, Tuesday afternoon 16th
Please make sure that your birth month is entered & Friday afternoon 19th. Partners not required!

into Hello Club — no need to put the year

MON Intermediate Championship Teams Jackie Blue, Deidre Gunn, Lyn Bailie & Ruth Sweatman
Cedric Friis Memorial Trophy
Althorp Village

TUE CallMe An Uber Handicap Pairs June Barclay & Tim Torr
Bureta Walking Group

House Builder Handicap Pairs Bev Knight & Hilary McKenna
Cooper Young Construction

WED Laughing Gas Handicap Teams Liz Kendall, Alastair Pratt, Carol Jones, Robyn McLennan,
Gaspy Tony Fraser & Bruce Glover
Halloween Handicap Pairs Bruce Glover & Jayne King
Tauriko Players

FRI Daytime Championship Pairs Heather Melville & Norm Simcock

Beach Road Hair

Editor: Karyl Anderson 027 4344-566 Design: FLOURISH by Donna Wellington




Thursday nights has been regularly
seeing 4-6 tables and when a
number of our regulars were away
overseas at the end of winter, we
weren't able to run Thursday night
at all for a couple of months.
Monday nights fare only slightly
better with 7-9 tables being the
norm. Putting time and energy into
dealing, scoring, directing and
finding partners for two small
sessions no longer made sense.

So we polled the evening players to
find out their thoughts and
preferences and we found the vast
majority supported consolidating to
one Open evening. Most players
had no preference for Monday vs
Thursday but those that did were
split quite evenly each way. We
also had many excellent
suggestions around how we might
rejig the evening programme.

PRESTDENT'S PONDERINGS...

This month I'd like to bring you up to speed with a significant change that we will be making
to the 2026 programme. Open evening club session attendance has steadily declined
throughout the years. With so many daytime sessions on offer our non-working members
are able to fulfill their bridge playing needs without having to go out at night.

So, the committee has made the decision to remove the Thursday night
programme for all but two events: the Tauranga Sixes and the
Championship Teams. We know this is a big step and it is not one taken
lightly, especially acknowledging that there is a small group of evening
players that do want to play more than once a week. There will be some
rearrangement of other events in order to redistribute some of the
Thursday nights events and we are also exploring moving some of the
mentoring events to Wednesday night.

In the end the main reason for keeping Monday night was so that there
was a gap between the two evening sessions, especially since Monday
night is the natural next step for juniors playing on Wednesday night
and we want to encourage them to start playing both as they become
more experienced junior players. It also means we can move our
improvers/intermediate lesson programme from Tuesday night to
Thursday night, again spacing things out better but also meaning our
Tuesday afternoon players can attend these lessons without having to
make two trips to the club in the same day!

I would also like to conclude by extending a huge thank you to Derek
Webb who has been tirelessly working as the Thursday night
partnership steward for many years now. His constant efforts to ensure
enough entries week in and week out go above and beyond what we
ask of our partnership stewards, and | have no doubt his dedication kept
Thursday night alive much longer that it otherwise would have. Mike.

HOITDAY BRIDGE

Our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who either played in Keryn’s We have 12 scheduled Holiday Bridge
Tournament or made a donation! Our fundraising efforts raised sessions this season... 3 in December,
$11,255 which is OUTSTANDING. Keryn and Steve have written to the others in January. Monday
express their appreciation. Thank you Team! evening, Tuesday & Friday afternoons.
Judy Pawson thank you on behalf of everyone who attended A wonderful opportunity for you to
your wonderful Tuesday tutorials! We so appreciate your turn up without a partner (of course
generosity and investment in the Club. Thank you! Thank you! you can play with your arranged
Diana Foster & Raewyn De Cleene thanks from us all for the partner/s)

beautiful garden and tidy grounds. | have been accepting VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED TO BE THE
compliments on your behalf. We appreciate you. ‘EXTRA’ FOR HOLIDAY BRIDGE

Joan Lloyd and others thank you for your wonderful work The volunteer may find that s/he is
stacking stools & blue ‘buckets’ on Tuesdays & Fridays to prepare not required due to an even number

the room for hireage and the cleaner.

of players turning up with out
partners..in which case the volunteer
now has their afternoon free. Please
fillin the sheet on the noticeboard.

I ONLY PLAY BRIDGE

ON DAYS THAT END IN "Y"
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Hugh McAlister

Both vul.,, Dedler S
— contract 3NT by
S-lead2S
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Bidding: South opens INT (15-17). North has
a number of options, but settles on a
practical 3NT

Lead: The bidding gives no clues, and
spades are slightly better than hearts..2S
is the natural lead.

Play: East rises with AS..what should East
do now?

Many would automatically return the 3S
(showing either 2 or 4+ spades)..what
happens then?

Declarer rises happily with KS, plays JC
and another, and clears clubs (unless they
break 41, with either East or West having
AIOxx), while the AD serves as a vital entry
to dummy.

The 2S lead strongly suggests West has at
most 4 spades, so Declarer will lose 3
spades and a club trick...

What should East do??

First, East should realise the threat of the
long club suit, and with 3 of them he
cannot stop the above.

Second, (s)he should realise the
importance of the AD entry to dummy.
Third, (s)he should realise the potential of
her/his hand to disrupt declarer’s plans...
East should lead the KD at trick 2!

Lessons:

1. Asemi-solid long suit in dummy is a threat...
but only if Declarer can reach it.

2. Sometimes one is justified in taking chances
to destroy Declarer's communication... here
you may give up a diamond trick, maybe not....
but you stand to save 4 club tricks (you know
Declarer must have at least 2 clubs for their
INT opening bid).

Might partner have 5 spades, and Declarer
only Kx? If so, partner should lead 4th
highest..the 2S lead dashes any hopes of
her/him having 5.

4. This looks dramatic..it is..it even has a
name..the “Merrimac Coup” (a reference to
the USS Merrimac, a ship that was deliberately
scuttled in Santiago Harbour in 1898, in an at
tempt to blockade the Spanish fleet!). | can
assure you this is not rare..but you have to
recognise it...
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TAURANGA BRIDGE CIUB CHRISTMAS PARTY 2025

Come join us for recognition of some of the
year's winners, a delicious Christmas lunch
followed by a session of Bridge (for which you
may have a pre-arranged partner ... or not!)

The letter this year is R Rogue, rebel, rugby
player, referee, Rumpelstiltskin, Lady in Red,
Rubbish collector, robber, ruffian, religious leader,
racing car driver, radiologist, Radar, Republican,
Registered Nurse, Real Estate Agent, Receptionist,
Radio Host, Ranger, Rancher, Recycler, Removal
‘man’, Reporter ... to name a few!!

Tickets on sale soon!

$35.00 Lunch and an afternoon of Bridge
$25.00 Lunch only (includes your non-alcoholic
& alcoholic beverages)

$10.00 Bricige only.

CHRISTMAS RAFFIES

Ho ho hol!l It's that time of the year!! Our
Christmas Party is Saturday 13 December and as
you know we have superb raffles thanks to your

generosity. el

We're now ready to accept your
thoughtful donations.



RON KLINGER WORKSHOPS

December 7t 2025

DONT just shout out “Director!”
2 workshops

o
Competitive Bidding: 9.00 —11.30am \
Defensive Technique: 12.30 - 3.00pm
( general defence play)

DO stop the auction, either as next bidder not
bidding, or as another player at the table stating
“that bid is insufficient”

BYO LUNCH if you're staying for the afternoon.

Suggestions: | know each of you has
great ideas — whether it's something
new we could try or ways to improve
what we're al ready doing. But do you know how to
share those ideas?

Every month at the committee meeting, we check
the Suggestions Box, which is conveniently
located on the Directors’ table. Most months, we
have nothing to review.

This month, we had three suggestions! That made
me realise we should remind everyone that you're
welcome to raise ideas through the suggestion
box. As | tell my team at work: you can tell me in
person, but please back it up in writing—my
memory can be a little patchy!

The suggestions this month were anonymous, so
I'm responding here in Table Talk to reach their
authors:

Emailing Team Captains a list of entries before
team events so they know who is unavailable for
substitutes. Great idea! However, the committee
felt that the existing service provided by the
Partner Stewards already covers this, and they
should remain the first point of contact.

Noise levels in the playing room—specifically
over hearing discussions about hands and
contracts at neighboring tables.

We have a wide range of hearing abilities in the
club, so please remember that someone nearby
may have sharper hearing than you think. So
PLEASE:

+ Keep discussion of hands to a minimum.

+ Be generic when talking at the table. For example,
instead of “You made 6!!" try “Well done on making the
contract.”

+ Use your indoor voice at the table. K Politely remind
your neighboring table if they're not using their indoor
voice.

Call the Director if needed — maintaining the
playing environment is part of their duties. Thank
you in advance for helping us maintain a great
playing environment at Tauranga Club!

WHAT DO IDO? So you are sitting checking your

hand for what you should respond to partners 1S
opening when the op position bid 1H... What do
youdo?

Pause the auction immediately and explain the
situation neutrally,

As offender don't just make the bid good, the
opposition have rights

DO call “Director, please”
The Director will give the options under Law 27...

Option A: Offenders Left Hand Opponent can
accept insufficient bid and auction proceeds. In
our scenario, that would mean the TH stand, or

Option B: Insufficient bid is not accepted, it must
be corrected by the substitution of a legal call, of

1. Correct the insufficient bid to the lowest
sufficient bid in the same denomination (e.g., if
they bid 18 over INT, they can change to 2#), or
with a comparable call. If they do this, there is
no penalty, and the auction continues.

2. Make any other legal bid. If they choose this,
artner must pass for the rest of the auction
because unauthorized information was trans
mitted).

What is the right option for YOU the Left Hand
Opponent?

That is do or don't you accept the insufficient bid?
What would your choice be with the following
hands when your partner has opened 1S and the
opposition have overcalled TH?

a) @ K964 B) @ 654
W 765 W 765
& ~Ju09 ¢ 09

& s & Qo3

The question | ask myself is “Do | have a bid to
make?” Yes, then | accept the insufficient bid,
otherwise my answer to Director when asked if |
accept the insufficient bid is “no, it needs to be
made good”

Using this question, my responses to the above
hands would be

a) “laccept the insufficient bid” and | would then
proceed to bid 1S showing a Spade fit with 6-9
points

b) “No, please make bid good”

Why do | make these choices? Because if | have
bids | want to keep the auction low. However, if |
don’t have a bid then | want to put pressure on the
opposition by keeping their auction at the level it
should be.
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