
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 2016 

 

Editor 

Shirley Bain 

Contact details 

Tel: 027 8296799 

Email: rob_harrigan@xtra.co.nz 



 

Welcome to the first finesse for 2016. This is my first year as 

Finesse editor and as I am inexperienced at writing 

newsletters I will be looking to you all for help and guidance.  

 

Please share the following with me: 

 Any good news that has affected our members e.g. significant birthdays, overseas 

trips etc 

 Funny anecdotes about members 

 Experiences from big tournaments 

 Other – any contribution you can make to the magazine! 

Finesse will now be published every two months rather than monthly. Please do not 

hesitate to come and see me with ideas about how the magazine can be improved. If you 

have something to send me please email it to rob_harrigan@xtra.co.nz 

Thank you to those who responded to my questionnaire. Obviously everyone had differing 

ideas as to what should be in the magazine. The two which polled most oppositely were 

Recipes and Jokes so I am afraid I will not be able to please everyone. If something appears 

which you did not want to see please just skip to the next article. I will try and meet most 

other requests, with your help, over the coming months. 

Shirley Bain 

 

 

Committee news 

This year the club has a new treasurer – John Masters. I asked John to write us a short 

Biography. As you will see he is a very experienced accountant and the club is extremely 

lucky to have someone so experienced to take over the finances. Our thanks to John for 

being willing to take on this demanding role. 

A Short Biography of New Treasurer – John Masters 

I gladly took on the role of Treasurer with some “gentle” persuasion from Amanda. Whoever 

leaked my professional life details to Amanda while learning to play Bridge last year still 

remains anonymous.  

My wife and I moved to the Bay 4 years ago to escape the capital’s wind and enjoy this 

superb climate. One of my biggest pleasures is watching the weather report on TV. 

Wellington’s rising northerlies, fresh northerlies, are mere euphemisms for 120kph gales! We 

live out on the Pahoia peninsula on a couple of acres that provides all the spray free fruit and 

vegetables you could wish for. 

mailto:rob_harrigan@xtra.co.nz


I am sort of semi-retired but have never worked so hard maintaining this property, studying 

new topics, and being the Treasurer of a charity for the past 23 years and now the finances 

of the Bridge Club. As well as trying to remember bidding rules and principles of card play. 

I have been an accountant for most of my working life in a wide range of organisations and 

across many types of industry. The past two decades I held CFO positions in the private and 

public sectors. Amanda and I have had fun recently changing the accounting system to a 

new state of the art, online system which hopefully will produce reports at the click of a 

button.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A bit of humour:  

Do you know what the difference is between a mad psycho serial-

killer and a bridge partner? You can reason with the serial killer. 

One member of a pair was heavily criticising the other one without stopping. The 3rd person 

at the table took an "Extra Strong Mint" from his pocket, gave it to this person, said "Have a 

mint", and turned to the others "Let's keep his mouth busy." 

"Partner, every day you play worse than the day before. Today you 

are playing as if it is tomorrow already."  

 



 

Psych, Psyche, or Psychic Bids explained 

Psychic bids is a bid that is a gross misrepresentation of a hand either by strength and/or 

length of a suit. To make a wrong bid accidentally or to shade an opening bid by a couple of 

points, is not a psych. A psych is used deliberately to mislead the opponents.  The common 

psych bid is to open a suit you may have none or one of and your system states that it is 4 or 

5+, but it can be used any time during an auction.  When on the receiving end of such a bid, 

a player can understandably feel aggrieved for being “done” by the opponent.  Sometimes, 

however, the person psyching can fall flat on their face, because their partner gets excited 

and they race off to an unmakeable contract.  This is the risk they take when making a 

psych. 

Psychic bids are a part of bridge, but a player does not have the right to psych as frequently 

as he or she wishes, simply because they enjoy doing so. A series of tops and bottoms so 

earned by one pair, can unfairly affect the final results of an event. Therefore a player 

cannot disrupt a game with frequent and random psychs. 

Continued or excessive use of psychic bids could also create a partnership understanding 

that the opposition are not aware of. Therefore, if a psych bid does become a partnership 

understanding, it ceases to be psychic and must be disclosed to the opposition on a system 

card. See Law 40.  In other words, the partner of the person psyching, should not be any 

more aware of the deviation from the system, than the opponents. 

So what is excessive psych bidding?  Generally speaking, in a tournament, if a partnership 

makes three or more psychic bids in any one session, this is deemed to be excessive and is 

not permitted.  To measure this, when a player makes a Psych Bid, they must report it to the 

Director at the end of the session.  This is so the number of Psych Bids by any one player can 

be monitored and action taken if required.  It also means the opponent can check to see if 

the Psych Bid has been noted. 

For club play at Tauranga, we like to think Psych Bids are rare, so we ask that if you are a 

player who enjoys the occasional psych, that you please do not make any more than one 

Psych per session.  We also ask that you report your psych to the Director at the end of play.  

The Directors in turn will note this with our Club Administrator.  We do not expect to have 

to take the matter any further, but if a player becomes a regular “psycher” (in particular 

with the same partner), we may have a “little chat” about it and ask you curtail this practice. 

There are more details around psych bids in the NZ Manual in D29, if anyone wished to read 

about it.  This manual is about to change, but I am sure the conditions for psychs will remain 

the same. 

Karen Martelletti – Club Captain  

 

 



Anecdote #1 - Ever hear of the rule of 13? 

The following was shared with me by a senior member and it is just too good 

not to share with the club. The story goes… 

Just a little ‘tit bit’ that came to me the other day - 

Tim Torr and his partner (Ruth Sweatman) had bid to 7NT, and made the contract on a 
finesse which worked. Ruth, of course, was over the moon that her clever partner had made 
such a wonderful bid and was singing his praises, but I queried why they had bit the Grand 
when there was a king missing (trust me to be a wet blanket!). At the time they just said how 
Ruth had bid to 6 and then Tim decided to bid on to 7, because he liked his hand apparently.  

The following session Tim came up to me and asked "Hadn't Alan and I heard of the Rule of 
13?" I asked "What's that?" This was his reply:- 

"We were Pair 13 

We were at Table 13 

It was Board 13 

I had 13 cards in my hand 

My birthday is on the 13th 

This is the Rule of 13 which you apply when looking to bid a Grand Slam" 

 

 

 

 

Etiquette advice #1 

When scoring and about to be dummy, please place your hand on the table 
before entering the details in the Bridgemates - this allows partner more time 
to think about the hand and play is not held up. 

 

 

 



Tournament advice for Junior players #1 

The following is general advice for calling the director and applicable for club play as well. As 

a junior playing at a tournament, however it can be scary to call the director. The following 

outlines why you must not hesitate to do so! 

DO NOT ever be afraid to call the director. Even if there is nothing they can do, they would 

prefer to be called, than not.  Remember: If you are in doubt, give the Director a shout.  DO 

NOT forget to add "please" when you do call them! The one thing you should never do is 

make your own rulings at the table, even if you all know the rules very well. The role of the 

Director is to not to punish players, but to rectify an irregularity and ensure the non- 

offending side is not damaged. They use a rule book that is published by World Bridge 

Federation, so they draw on a wealth of bridge knowledge and reasoning and it is designed 

to be fair to all.  Failure to call a Director for a misdemeanour, big or small, may not only 

affect your result, but others playing in the same event.  

Once the hand has been played and you move on, it is not necessarily the end either.  For 

example, you may get to the next table and realise you made one more trick in your 

contract, even though it was agreed by all at the time.  You can still call the director and ask 

that the play of the hand be reviewed.  This may not happen until after the end of the 

session to avoid delays, but if proven, the score can be adjusted.  If it is not proven or 

agreed upon, this may result in no adjustment, unless very clear to the Director. If you do 

not call the director while at the table or soon after, you probably have less grounds for any 

ruling to be made.   

If you get into the practice of calling the director at club sessions, you will then be more 

prepared to do the same when playing tournaments.  The rules at tournaments are no 

different.  It is also good to be familiar with what some of the basic rulings. For example the 

lead out of turn and insufficient bids.  If you know these, you can think about which option 

you will choose while the Director is making their way to the table or they are busy at 

another table. 

The next Finesse will give some explanations on some of these options. 

 

 

In Remembrance 

In the first month of this year the Club has lost two long standing members. 

 

Bruce Vant 1924 – 2016 

Bruce Vant, who passed away on 12 January 2016, was one of the cornerstones of the 

Tauranga Bridge during its first fifty years. 

 



Bruce joined the Club in August 1974 and right from 

the start was an energetic contributor to the life of 

the Club. He was elected to the Committee in 1978 

and when Vince Petrie (the then President) took up a 

new job in Invercargill during 1979, Bruce took on the 

mantle and served for a further three years. His 

involvement did not end there, far from it; after a 

further four years on the committee he took on the 

role of Treasurer from the retiring Bill Birnie – a post 

he held for the next twelve years. 

 
Bruce was a Director, the Scorer and an enthusiastic 

player – playing every session the club offered. He 

was the first to volunteer if a working bee was 

required, if something needed to fixed or painted. His background as a farmer and builder 

served the Club well. 

 

All of this was achieved in a quiet unassuming manner – Bruce was never one for the limelight, 

but he could not avoid it on 28 November 1988 when the Club elected him a Life Member 

and in a ceremony following the meeting crowned him the ”King of Spades”. 

 

All of this energy directed towards the Club did not mean he used it as an escape from the 

domestic front; he encouraged his first wife Mary to learn the game, then daughter Kathi, 

then following May’s untimely death in 1989, second wife Janet took up bridge, and finally in 

more recent times daughter Raewyn. Failing health meant that we did see Bruce very much 

in the last few years but his enthusiasm for the game never waned. 

 

Bruce is survived by seven of his eight children and was a great, great grandfather. The Club 

extends its sincere condolences to the Vant family. 

 

 

Bev Griffin 1929 – 2016 

Bev Griffin, who passed away on 1 February 2016, was one of the 

longest serving members of the Tauranga Bridge Club. Bev joined 

the Club in August 1968, served for two years on the committee 

in 1970-71 and was a regular competitor until failing health in 

early 2015 forced her to relinquish the bridge table. 

 

Bev will be remembered, as many of her contemporaries have 

described her, as “that lovely lady”, quiet of manner, always with 

a cheerful word and winning smile. But there was a competitive 

side too, as well as bridge she also played competition scrabble 

and was a regular at the Tuesday session of the Tauranga Scrabble 

Club. Gardening, though, was her passion; she was blessed with 



green fingers and visitors to the Griffin household always left with armfuls of whatever was 

in season, and a small cottage industry grew up around the avocado stone that was converted 

into a mighty tree with gate sales of the fruit. 

 

Bev is survived by her three children and was a grandmother. The Club extends its sincere 

sympathy to the Griffin family. 

 

  

 

Bev, one of the longest serving members of 

the Club, with Peter van der Velden aged 11, 

the youngest Club member, cutting the cake 

at the Golden Jubilee in 2007. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Masterpoint Rank Changes 
1 January 2016 

Congratulations to the following members:       

Master (200 Points including 100 ‘A’ Points)   Hank Ping 
Provincial Master 5* (600 Points including 50 ‘A’ Points) Grace Mountfort   
Provincial Master 4* (500 Points including 50 ‘A’ Points) Murray Pawson   
Local Master 12* (650 Points)    Lois Taylor 
Local Master 8* (450 Points)     Liz Simpson 
Local Master 7* (400 Points)     Alex Paul 
Local Master 3* (200 Points)     Margaret Mangos 
        Martin van der Meys 
Local Master 1* (100 Points)     Joy Bates 
        Peter Malcolm 
        Jean Morris 
Club Master (20 Points)     Jane Church 
        Jenny Davies 
        Don Espie 
        Sandie Jordan 
        Steve Porter  
        Brian Schofield  
Certificate of Proficiency (5 Points)   Candace Rookes 
        Trevor Watts 
 

  

 

 



2015 World Championships - Chennai 

by Alan Turner 

The N.Z. Seniors Team travelled to Chennai (India) in early October for the 2015 World 

Championships.  Twenty two teams qualified to play off in Chennai – the New Zealand Team 

was Barry Palmer / Neil Stuckey, Eileen Horsman / Bob Grover and Jonathan Westoby and 

myself.  Bob Grover used to play at the Tauranga Club for many years while he was teaching 

at Tauranga Girl’s College.   

The tournament comprised a single round robin of 21 matches against the other teams.  It 

was a tough competition and is getting more difficult as past top Open players are re-

appearing as Seniors.  In the end we won 6 matches, drew 1 match and lost the remaining 14 

matches.    

Chennai is on the eastern coast of India just above Sri Lanka – it used to be called Madras 

when it was still part of the British Empire but changed its name when they became 

independent.   It was not a pleasant city with what seemed to be nothing but derelict buildings 

– poverty was evident everywhere, people sleeping on the pavements, not easy to get clean 

water, scratching out a living, not something I will forget in a hurry. 

In the middle of all this squalor, there was the Phoenix Mall – probably the biggest and best 

mall I have seen across all of Australasia.  Every expensive clothing line, jeweller’s names, 

electronics companies etc were present – and there were plenty of customers!  

I will include a few hands that helped us on the way and a hand or two we tripped over. 

In the 2nd match of the tournament we played the strong Chinese team and won by 15 imps 

– helped along by the following lucky hand: 

   NORTH: Alan 

 ♠ 4 

♥ K 10 9 2 

♦ K 3 

♣ A K Q J 8 3 
 

♠ J 10 8 6 3 2 

♥ 5 

♦ A 10 7 5 

♣ 9 4 
 

 

 

N 

W  E 

S 
 

 

♠ Q 9 7 5 

♥ A Q 8 7 6 4 3 

♦ J 

♣ 10 
  

 

♠ A K 

♥ J 

♦ Q 9 8 6 4 2 

♣ 7 6 5 2 
 

 

I was North in the contract of 5C and received the lead of 5♠ – his partner had overcalled 



spades with that rubbish suit and got what they deserved – all that happened was partner 

lead that suit and I was able to quickly win with K♠, draw trumps and set up the diamond suit 

for discards.  At the other table our partners led the singleton J, got ruff then played the A 

and gave partner a ruff as well for 2 off. 

Against Canada, our team mates failed to bid the grand slam on the following cards – try this 

hand out with a regular partner and see if you can to get to 7.   That cost us 11 imps which 

would have reduced our loss to just -4 imps. Deale 

Dealer W   

♠ A J 4 2 

♥ K 6 

♦ A K J 9 4 

♣ Q 2 
 

 

 

N 

W  E 

S 
 

 

♠ 6 5 

♥ A Q J 9 8 7 4 

♦ — 

♣ A K J 7 
  

 

In Round 12 we played Bulgaria – there was a lot of angst against their participation as they 

had been accused of cheating (without, at that time any hard evidence) So going into this 

match we were on a knife edge wondering what misfortune would befall us.   However, in the 

end we won 12 imps against one of the tournament favourites. 

With aggressive bidding we ended up in 5H which was doubled by the Bulgarian pair. 

   NORTH: Alan 

 ♠ 10 9 4 2 

♥ A Q 8 

♦ K 3 

♣ 10 7 6 2 
 

♠ K J 6 3 

♥ J 10 

♦ 9 7 4 2 

♣ A J 5 
 

 

 

N 

W  E 

S 
 

 

♠ A Q 8 7 5 

♥ 2 

♦ Q J 10 6 

♣ Q 4 3 
  

 

♠ — 

♥ K 9 7 6 5 4 3 

♦ A 8 5 

♣ K 9 8 
 

 

I received the A♠ lead which I ruffed with the 3.   I drew 2 rounds of trumps ending up in my 

hand. 

I now had to generate a trick from the C suit – I played the 10 and when it was not covered, 

let it run and lost to the opponents JC.    Back to Dummy with the K and another club – next 

hand played low and I played the 9 which forced out their A. I now had my contract all I 

had to do was play A and ruff the small diamond with the 8H.   That was worth +12 imps, 

effectively the margin we won the match by. 

 



Results 
As all results are accessible online, only some results will be displayed in Finesse e.g. 

tournament successes 

 
29 Jan – 01 Feb  Tauranga Congress 

 Waikato-Bays Provincial Pairs 

  6th Jo Simpson, Sam Simpson 

 

 Tauranga Congress Teams 

 Final 

 3rd Yule 

  Kathy Yule, Ken Yule, 

  Arleen Schwartz (Otago), Murat Genc (Otago) 

 Plate 

 1st Simpson 

  Jo Simpson, Sam Simpson, 

  Vivien Cornell (Auckland), Mike Cornell (Auckland) 

 3rd Jacob 

  Judy Pawson, Kate Terry, 

  Nick Jacob (Auckland), Kinga Hajmasi (Auckland) 

 

   

 Tauranga Congress Consolation Pairs 

  3rd= Alan Turner & Jonathan Westoby (Auckland) 

 

6 Feb  Kelly Peirse Memorial Teams (Rotorua) 10A 

  4th Ken Yule and team-mates 

  5th Amanda Smith, Judy Pawson, 

   Linley Hay, Stephen Francks 

 

 



Christmas Party shenanigans using the Letter V 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Many thanks Rosalind Phillips for the great photos 

 

 



 

 



 


