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Committee Introductions #2 

One of the newest members to the club is also now a new committee member. 

Please read below about Jill Ussher. Her committee responsibilities include 

helping Sue in the kitchen and organising raffles. 

Biography Jill Ussher Committee member: 

In 2012 I returned to the Bay of Plenty after a long gap!  

My first time here was when I attended Te Puke High 

School for 5 years when my mother relocated there in 

1957.  After completing a science degree and my teacher 

training at The University of Auckland I moved to the South 

Island and taught in 6 schools over a period of 28 years 

teaching science and working in senior administration.  I 

began in Dunedin as an assistant science teacher and my 

last position was in Christchurch when I was principal at 

Mairehau High School.  I then moved back to the North 

again to work as Principal at Palmerston North Girls’ High School for just under 

9 years.  I had a wonderful career in Education and enjoyed the challenged and 

rewards it offered. I retired from teaching in 2004 and then had the good 

fortune to “work” for the Ministry if Education (2 years) Massey University 

Centre for Educational development for the following 5 years and then finally 

very part time for Auckland University until 2014.  These latter two jobs and 

indeed part of the MOE job involved supporting newly appointed school 

principals. 

I learned to play bridge in my final year at Palmerston 

North (where I lived for 18 years).  I have a very long way 

to go to “master” bridge but appreciate the challenges of 

the game and enjoy the people who play it. I am pleased 

to be able to give time to assist our club as a committee 

member.    

 When I first arrived in Tauranga I was introduced to 

Amicus (a speakers Club) and a Garden group by a 

member of the Holy Trinity congregation and I am grateful 

for those early introductions.  Along with these two interests I also joined the 

Tauranga Hikoi Tramping Group (fantastic walking in this area) and am a 

member of one of the many book club groups in the city. 



I am very pleased I moved back to Tauranga where I have a number of family 

members and I am also reconnecting with school friends who are still living in 

this area.  It was a great decision to move back here. 

 

 

 

 

Tournament advice for Junior players #2 

Which tournaments should I play in? 

There are Novice tournaments that Junior and intermediate players may be 

eligible for. Check the novice criteria on the entry notice. 

Junior players can play in any other tournament. Intermediate players can play 

in those with the title Intermediate, Open, All Grades or Restricted. In a 

restricted tournament you can also choose to play with a more advanced 

player and this can help you gain tournament confidence. Tournament 

notifications are displayed on the club notice board. 

The league 

Each year there is a Waikato Bays League. Each allocated tournament you 

enter gains you points with extra for placings. At the end of the year the 

winner/s receive a trophy and generous prizemoney. The list of eligible 

tournaments is in the 2016 bridge book and also on the notice board. These 

are an excellent opportunity to play against players of the same ranking as 

yourself and to gain tournament experience and confidence.  

Calling the director - Insufficient bids  

In the last finesse we said we would explain some of 

the basic rulings you might meet when a mistake is 

made at the table (both in tournaments and at 

club).  The first of these relates to insufficient bids  

Director Please! 

Never be afraid to call the Director.  They are there 

to help and restore parity, but they won’t get you a 

glass of wine! 



The three most common infractions at the table are the insufficient bid, lead 

out of turn or bid out of turn.  We have all done it and we all will do it again, so 

don’t feel bad about it.   

Because these happen so often, it is a good idea to know a little about the 

rules that are applied.  This is not so you can then make a ruling yourselves at 

the table!  You must never make your own rulings, even if you think you know 

them.  Often the Director can take some time to get to your table, so thinking 

ahead what you can do, avoids you being under pressure when the Director 

arrives and possibly prevents the whole room being held up. 

Key points to remember: 

 Call the Director first (and don’t forget to say “please”) 

 The Dummy cannot draw attention to an infraction by the opponents 
and cannot call the Director. 

 Once the Director has been called, the non-offending player should 
immediately start to think about their options.  They can accept the rule 
that best suits them. 

 

In today’s article, let’s look at the ruling for an Insufficient Bid (Law 27) 

There are several options available and all too often the offender immediately 

wants to correct their bid to become sufficient, even before the Director gets 

to the table.  This is a No No!  That is because the first option is that the non-

offender can accept the insufficient bid if it suits them and the bidding 

continues from there e.g. 1H-(1D). If the responder accepts the bid, they can 

now bid 1S. A nice cheap way to tell partner what their suit is because they 

may not be unable to bid it over 2D.  Most often, however, players will not 

accept the bid in order to make it harder for the offender, and so they should.  

At this point, the offender has three choices and the non-offender cannot tell 

them which option they would like them to choose.  Here are the options: 

1. They can correct the insufficient with the lowest sufficient bid in the 
same denomination.  This is by far the easiest option and the one most 
commonly taken. So for the example above, they offender corrects to 
2D. 

2. The insufficient bid can be corrected by a legal call that has the same 
meaning.  This is a tricky one! The offender may correct with a legal call 
that, in the director’s opinion, has the “same meaning as or a more 
precise meaning than the insufficient bid”.  This rule is a bit hard to 



explain, but here’s an example: suppose an opponent has opened 1NT, 
your partner bids 2S, and Responder now bids 2D. This is clearly an 
insufficient bid. Director should ask the offending player to step away 
from the table and try to determine what their intent was and what 
their partnership agreements are etc. If, for example, they meant to 
transfer their partner to hearts and they play that transfers are “off” 
after interference, then a sufficient bid of 3D does not have the same 
meaning.  So they may now bid 3H if they wish to, otherwise option 3 is 
applied. 

3. The insufficient bid can be corrected by either a “pass” or sufficient bid 
that is not the same denomination as their first bid (unless covered by 
option 2).  Be very careful when deciding to apply this option, as your 
partner must now pass whenever it is their turn to call for the remainder 
of the auction.   

At the end of play, if the director later judges that the outcome of the board 

was affected by the infraction (e.g. by providing the offenders with information 

that resulted in a better result than otherwise would have been “probable”) 

and the “non-offending side is damaged,” the director may award an adjusted 

score. 

 

 

Tournament News 

Every year there is a NZ Congress in Hamilton for Intermediate and Open grades. 

There are opportunities for Sponsorship!  

 

Yes that is right folks, the Region is delighted to 

announce we will again offer to pay the entry fee for 

THREE people who have never played at NZ Congress 

before to the value of $200 towards the entry fees 

for the 2016 National Congress. The Region is 

proudly offering this sponsorship to encourage 

players to attend New Zealand’s premiere event on 

the Bridge calendar. This event is held at our doorstep in Hamilton, so have a go 

and send in your nominations………….. 

Conditions apply: 



1. You need to be a member of a Waikato 
or Bay of Plenty club that is affiliated to 
NZ Bridge  

2. You must have played in at least 5 
tournaments in the Region since 1st July 
2015. 

3. You have not played at Congress before 
(excluding the Top Teams event or Inter-Provincials Championship or 
Congress Novice Pairs) 

4. Closing date for nominations will be 1st  July, 2016 
5. All names will go into a “hat” and three names will be drawn soon after 

the closing date Please send your nomination to the Secretary with a list 
of tournaments played in between 1st July 2015 and 30th June, 2016. 

 

 

 

 

How Can You Help? 

 

Hundreds of thank yous go out to the members who give freely of their time in 
baking for morning teas and serving lunches and cleaning dishes. Without you, 
costs would be prohibitive for the players and club. 
 
We cater for 12 days this year, so check the noticeboard for times that you 
could help. 
If you want to know more about how you can be involved with catering call 
Jill   576 1683 or Sue  544 0615 
  

The following are the next tournaments that we are hosting; 

29 May Bay Pairs 

18 June Tauranga Junior and Intermediate tournaments 

20 July Tauranga Charity Pairs 

 

These days take a lot of work and if you are able to help in even the smallest way 

this is always greatly appreciated. Please see the following people to offer help:  

Sue Sherwood or Jill Ussher – Morning and afternoon tea plates, help in the 

kitchen on the day. There is also a list on the notice board for you to write your 

name up. 

Pat Ware – helping in the bar 

The Waikato-Bays Region is 

going to sponsor THREE 

players to go to the National 

Congress in September-

October, 2016 



Jill Ussher – Raffle. This requires someone to arrive 15 or 20 minutes before the 

tournament to sell the tickets or donating items to be raffled.  
 

If you feel you can help in some other way please approach one of the 

committee members.   

 

Don’t Forget to Register! 

Don’t forget to go to the NZ bridge website and register. This will 

enable you to view your latest master points, register to play in 

the National Congress, participate in forums etc etc 

 

 

An interesting hand 

I asked Alan to provide us with a hand that provided some interesting 

difficulty. Here is a hand from a recent Monday night where one of the hands 

has 29 points! Alan’s bidding suggestions: 

You hold :   AKJ                       xxx 

                   AKQ                          xxx 
                   Kxx                           AQxxx 
                   AKQx                      xxx 

The trick is how do you bid to 7NT opposite partner's holding? 

What about the following sequence - the bidding starts with the holder of the 
big hand: 

           2C (23+pts, GF)            2D (shows 0-7 pts) 
           2NT (bal hand)                3D (shows a hand of 5-7pts and a 5 card D suit) 
            4NT (RKCB)               5D (shows 1 key card - obviously the AD) 
            5H (Relay for DQ)          5NT (I have the Q) 
            7NT  
 
Back to the bidding above : 
-     The rebid of 2NT is all that is required - it leaves room for partner to show 
any limited values he/she may still have! A lot of people rebid 2NT to show 23-
24pts and 3NT to show 25-26pts. This is NOT smart as it chews up 8 bids when 
you jump to 3NT bid - and it still does not show 29pts! 



-     When partner responds with 3D, he/she must have a 5+ card suit and some 
values - generally 5-7pts. If you do not have 5-7pts, then it is correct to show a 
2nd negative - which will show 0-4pts. A 2nd negative can be the next lowest 
suit bis available - in this case it would be 3C after the 2NT rebid. 
-     Now you can use 4NT Key Card asking - partner's 5D shows 1 key card (the 
AD). The next step in Key Card asking is 5H and asks partner  "have you got the 
Q of trumps" (in this case the QD). 
       Step 1 after 5H is .....         5S     which shows NO QD 
       Step 2 after 5H is .....         5NT   which shows the QD 
-     The final ask in Key Card asking is 5NT, which would ask for outside Kings. 
       Obviously in this case it is not relevant as the big hand holds all 4 kings. 
 
Good bridging 
 

 

A bit of humour:  

The club was divided over whether to add jokes into Finesse. I will therefore 

just add one or two each time. This one particularly tickled my fancy as I see 

many of these in my own parent’s teachings! To be honest I’m sure my own 

children could highlight a few as well. How many are familiar to you?  

 Most of our generation of 60+ were HOME SCHOOLED in so many ways. 

1. My mother taught me TO APPRECIATE A JOB WELL DONE. 
"If you're going to kill each other, do it outside. I just finished cleaning."  
2. My mother taught me RELIGION. 
"You better pray that will come out of the carpet." 
3. My father taught me about TIME TRAVEL. 
“If you don't straighten up, I'm going to knock you into the middle of next week!" 
4. My father taught me LOGIC. 
" Because I said so, that's why   ." 
5. My mother taught me MORE LOGIC . 
"If you fall out of that swing and break your neck, you're not going to the shops with me." 
6. My mother taught me FORESIGHT. 
"Make sure you wear clean underwear, in case you're in an accident." 
7. My father taught me IRONY. 
“Keep crying, and I'll give you something to cry about." 
8. My mother taught me about the science of OSMOSIS. 
"Shut your mouth and eat your supper." 
9. My mother taught me about CONTORTIONISM. 
“Just you look at that dirt on the back of your neck!" 
10. My mother taught me about STAMINA. 



"You'll sit there until all that spinach is gone." 
11. My mother taught me about WEATHER. 
"This room of yours looks as if a tornado hit it." 
12. My mother taught me about HYPOCRISY. 
“If I told you once, I've told you a million times, don't exaggerate!" 
13. My father taught me the CIRCLE OF LIFE. 
“I brought you into this world, and I can take you out..." 
14. My mother taught me about BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION . 
"Stop acting like your father!" 
15. My mother taught me about ENVY. 
“There are millions of less fortunate children in this world who don't have wonderful 
parents like you do." 
16. My mother taught me about ANTICIPATION. 
“Just wait until we get home." 
17. My mother taught me about RECEIVING. 
"You are going to get it from your father when you get home!" 
18.  My mother taught me MEDICAL SCIENCE. 
"If you don't stop crossing your eyes, they are going to get stuck that way." 
19. My mother taught me ESP. 
"Put your sweater on; don't you think I know when you are cold?" 
20. My father taught me HUMOUR. 
"When that lawn mower cuts off your toes, don't come running to me." 
21. My mother taught me HOW TO BECOME AN ADULT. 
“If you don't eat your vegetables, you'll never grow up." 
22. My mother taught me GENETICS. 
"You're just like your father." 
23. My mother taught me about my ROOTS. 
"Shut that door behind you. Do you think you were born in a cave?"  
24. My mother taught me WISDOM. 
"When you get to be my age, you'll understand. 
25. My father taught me about JUSTICE . 
"One day you'll have kids, and I hope they turn out just like you!"  
  

 

 

Results  

Tournament Results: 

5 Mar  Te Puke Restricted Pairs 

  Open-Junior 

 1st Melanie Rex & Margaret Somers 

 



  Open—Intermediate 

 1st Margaret Howcroft & Bev Walker 

 2nd Peter Hagan & Norm Silcock 

 

6 Mar  Waikato Area Novice Pairs (Matamata) 3B 

 1st Suzanne Lugton & Tim Torr 

 

12 Mar Taupo Intermediate Pairs 5B 

 4th Lorraine Murrie & Rosalind Phillps 

 

12-14 Mar Taranaki Congress 

  Marion Hill Main Centre Pairs 10A 

 3rd Marion Kelly & Norm Silcock 

 

  Taranaki Congress Teams 

  Final 

 4th Kate Terry, Karen Martelletti & Team-mates 

  Plate 

 4th Judy McLeod & Team-mates 

 

19 Mar Mount Maunganui All Grades Pairs 3A 

 1st Tony Hacking & Ron Scott 

 2nd Alan Turner & Ian Clayton (Hamilton) 

 3rd Margaret Somers & Hank Ping 

 5th Kate Terry & Judy Pawson 

 

  Best Intermediate-Intermediate Pair 

  Tina Dudley & Gilda Rowland 



 

  Best Junior-Junior Pair 

  Carol Cullen & Mike Nicholson (Mount Maunganui) 

 

9 Apr  Cambridge Junior Pairs 3A 

 3rd Carol Cullen & Mike Nicholson (Mount Maunganui) 

 4th Melanie Rex & Jan Johnstone 

 

9 Apr  Tauranga All Grades Pairs 5A 

 3rd Christine Gibbons & Jenna Gibbons (Waikato) 

 5th Derek Webb * Grace Mounfort 

 

16 Apr Waihi Open 8B 

 2nd Leo Duyvestyn & John Laugesen 

 4th Shirley Bain & Graham Young 

 

17 Apr Bay Pairs Round 1 (Whakatane) 

 1st Amanda Smith & Joy Bates 

 3rd= Julie Sheridan & Karen Martelletti 

  Margaret Somers & Hank Ping 

 

19 Apr Hamilton Ladies Pairs 3A 

 2nd Julie Sheridan & Karen Martelletti 

 

30 Apr Matamata Junior Pairs 3B 

 1st Melanie Rex & Jan Johnstone 

 2nd Lyn Bailie & Barbara Stimson 

 5th Carol Cullen & Mike Nicholson (Mount Maunganui) 



 

7-8 May Taupo Open Pairs 5A 

 2nd Alan Turner & Ian Clayton (Hamilton) 

 

14-15 May Waikato-Bays Inter Provincial Trials 

 Open 

Hank Ping, Yuzhong Chen (Hamilton), Alan Turner, Ian Clayton 
(Hamilton) 

 

 Women 

 Kate Terry, Judy Pawson, Christine Gibbons, Jenna Gibbons (Waikato) 

 

 Senior 

 Karen Martelletti, Julie Sheridan, Pat Rutherford, Tony Hacking 

 

 Intermediate 

 Hattie Curtis, Bruce Ballard, Mark Thomson (Hamilton), Jeffery Chang 
 (Hamilton) 

 

 

 

Championship and Major Club Events 

Monday 

 Champagne Stakes 

 On Scratch 

 1st Julie Sheridan & Judy Pawson  245.42 

 2nd Pam Clotworthy & Don Skousgaard 243.98 

 3rd Colin Roberts & Malcolm Christie  234.15 

 



 On Handicap 

 1st Colin Roberts & Malcolm Christie  218.96 

 2nd Julie Sheridan & Judy Pawson  216.82 

 3rd Carolyn Parker & Nick Comber  216.20 

 

Wednesday 

 Metlifecare Greenwood Park Junior Championship Teams 

 1st Don’s Girls     101.45 

  Jenni Davies, Suzanne Lugton, 

  Lyn Marra, Don Espie 

 

 2nd Kayjays     76.66 

  Jackie Reynish, Jane Church, 

  Jill Stewart, Kathy Abel 

 

 3rd The Masters     75.63 

  John Masters, Ellen Thompson, 

  Pam Miles, Yvonne Best 

  

Thursday 

 Championship Singles 

 Best 4 of 5 Scores to Count 

 1st Hank Ping    231.93 

 2nd Judy Pawson    225.76 

 3rd Sam Simpson   225.33 

 4th Alan Turner    225.30 

 5th Amanda Smith   216.00 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Masterpoint Rank Changes 
1 April 2016 

    

            

Grand Master 1* (2000 Points including 500 ‘A’ Points)     Judy Pawson 

        

Local Master 2* (150 Points)    Nola Darvill 

 

Local Master (50 Points)     Jennie Ross   

        Brian Wakelin 

 

Club Master (20 Points)     Lyn Bailie 

        Suzanne Lugton 

        June Smith 

        Tim Torr 
 

   

 

 

Next Finesse 

Please send me suggestions for the next finesse. I would also like to add some 

anecdotes about some of our members so if you have some of these please do 

share. 

Suggestions for improvement always welcome! 

 

 

 



A BIG thank you to our sponsors without whom we would not be able to have 

competitions! Please help in return by supporting their businesses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Acacia Park Home and Hospital  Hearing Life 

Althorpe Village     Heirloom Kitchens 

Andrea Crawley – Eves    Ingham Mora Accountancy 

Maybat Batteries NZ Ltd    Jackson Reeves Lawyers 

Bay City Rentals     Michael Toner 

Blomquist Bakery     Mount Mantua maker -Ano  

Brookfield Amcal Pharmacy   Neighbourhood Beer kitchen 

Café Istanbul     Ngatai Ltd - Anon 

Café Versailles     No. 8 Tours 

Champers Hair Studio    Omanu Orcas - Anon 

Cherrywood Lotto and Bookshop  Prestige Framing 

Cherrywood Shoes    Shelley’s Hair Design 

Ultimate Motor Group    Somerset Cottage Restaurant 

Farmer Auto Village    Summit Motor Lodge 

Christine Grant     Tauriko Players - Anon 

Cobblestone Court Motel   Te Puna Comes to Town - Anon 

Digital Photographics and Video  Thea Straub - Harcourts 

Duyvestyn Drainage    The Local Plumber 

Farmers Motor group    United Videos 

Fraser Manor 

Fusion Coffee Company 

 


