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This copy of Finesse will be a slightly more ‘information sharing’ edition. A time 

to fill you in on some special occasions for some of our members, to 

acknowledge some of the work people do and to fill you in on some upcoming 

changes, events and plans 

Committee Introductions #4 

Hi. I am Melanie Rex and a Junior Player at the Club. 

I was born in England and lived there until I finished my degree in Mathematics 

and Computer Science – since then I just travelled – until I now find myself in 

Tauranga. 

During my travels I worked at the Chateau Lake Louise (Canadian Rockies) for a 

year and I also worked on a travelling show for 6 months in Australia going 

across country and also out on the Aboriginal missions in Northern Territory. 

The highlight of my travels has been 6 weeks to Antarctica with the Chilean 

Navy (where we spent time on a zodiac around 3 humpback whales and saw 

colonies of 1,000,000+ penguins – the noise and smell was unreal). I also loved 

sitting with the Mountain Gorillas in Zaire (just before we got deported and 

had to hitchhike the three days to the border) and riding on a cargo boat for 2 

nights between Mombasa and Zanzibar – luckily the cargo was mattresses. 

For work – I have been a Computer Programmer in London, a Primary School 

Teacher in the UK and an Outdoor Education Lodge Manager (at Pirongia 

Forest Park Lodge – near Hamilton).  

I achieved success at Property Investment and have recently set up shared 

housing for single parents in Tauranga (check out www.share2care.co.nz) 

I am married to Tim (who occasionally plays bridge) and we have 4 children 

(Talia -15, Evie -13, James – 12 and Rosie 7). They keep me very busy and we 

have many outdoor adventures together – as we all love hiking, biking, 

kayaking and skiing. In my spare time I am a scout leader for Te Puna Scouts. 

My first husband, Alastair, died when his home-made hovercraft collapsed on 

him on Muriwai Beach. He was the father of my three eldest children and I 

learnt more about childhood grief than I ever wished to know. But lots of 

wellbeing and adventures later and the kids are doing well – and they have an 

amazing step-dad in Tim. 

I love adventures however grand or small and I fill my life with a wide range of 

experiences – I have bags of enthusiasm for everything I undertake and love 

http://www.share2care.co.nz/
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the diversity that life offers – I am equally at home playing bridge or out 

camping with the scouts..... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations. What an honour! 

A huge congratulations goes out to Graham Young who was 

made a Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit 

(MNZM) for Services to Education. I know most of you are 

aware that Graham was for a long time a very respected 

Principal of Tauranga Boys’ College. You may not be aware 

that Graham still works in Education. His unerring respect 

for those he works with, and his desire to see people 

progress, learn, and move forward to better help our young people, means 

that his help is keenly sought. He would need to work 24 hours a day to help all 

those who seek it. 
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I am privileged to share an office with Graham and have seen first hand the 

respect he is held in as a mentor. He receives letters and accolades from past 

students regularly. Graham hasn’t just done great service for Education, he has 

done, and is still doing, great service for people. On behalf of the Bridge club 

we wish him a well-deserved congratulations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graham with the Governor General 
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New system for table money 

We are going to introduce a new system for paying 

table money. You can still pay cash on the night if 

you wish. However, as of next year you will also be 

able to purchase table cards, about the size of a 

credit card, which you put on the table instead of 

money. You can buy these in lots of 10 or more and there will be a small 

discount for a larger purchase e.g. buy 10 get one free. The details of this are 

being worked through but should be finalised in time for first sales around the 

time of the Christmas party.  

Christmas Party !!!!!!!!!!!! 

It is time again to start thinking of the Christmas party. This will be held on 

Saturday 10 December and the theme letter will be  

 

 

 

 

 

Tickets will go on sale soon. 

2017 Programme 

As always these will shortly be available for presale. If you wish to change or 

add a phone number to the contact list in the back of the programme please 

do this by either going on line or filling it in on the dedicated page on the 

notice board. A reminder that you can use a mobile number in this list. 

Annual General Meeting 

This meeting will be held on December 6 at 7pm. Please show your support for 

the club by attending this meeting. Before this time you need to nominate 

committee members. Several committee members are not returning so we will 

need several ‘newbies’. Please carefully consider coming on the committee. 

Please encourage others to do so. The nomination forms are on the notice 

board. 
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Partnership Stewards wanted 

Thank you so much to Murray Knight, Miriam Heeney and Margaret Wakelin 

for the fabulous job they have done as partnership stewards. I know I have 

often availed myself of their services and they have always found me someone 

and saved me the disappointment of not being able to play. There is no doubt 

that they have earned the break they will be taking. Please consider offering to 

help in this role. If you need to know what it involves I am sure if you ask them 

they will give you information. You may well wish to give back to the club but 

don’t feel you can get to other things – this is something you can do from 

home! 

Replacement Furniture 

Thanks to the hard work of our treasurer John Masters, we have applied for 

funding from a grant and are hopeful to be able to replace the carpet. This 

would happen during the Christmas break. We are aware that the chairs also 

need replacing and this is next on the list. Again, John is looking at grants which 

we may be able to apply for to get funding. 

New Zealand Wide pairs 

Looking for a fun bridge night? Don’t forget to enter this event on Friday 4 

November. Every pair in NZ plays the same boards so you can see how you did 

with everyone else in the country! Lots of fun and even some prizes. This 

evening starts with a ‘bring your own’ takeaways and the bar is open. The 

money from this event goes to the NZ Bridge Foundation and usually goes to 

sponsorship of Youth players, so a very worthwhile cause. 

You can sign up for this event on the list on the noticeboard. 

90th Birthday – Leo Duyvestyn 

Happy Birthday to Leo – who still climbs the Mount regularly 

and who (I have it on good authority) did so on his birthday! 

Generosity of our Open Players 

I have been aware of late of how extremely lucky we are to have the depth of 

experience we have in our Open Players (past and present New Zealand 

representative players, Grand Masters, nationally recognised directors etc.) 

and I would like to take this opportunity to publicly thank them – in the hope 

that we never take this luck for granted and remember to thank them regularly 

and acknowledge what they do for us. 
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The results from our Junior and Intermediate players this year have been 

awesome – they have brought home both team and individual honours and 

Tauranga players are winning, and being placed in, both the Junior and 

Intermediate leagues. This follows on from past successes (again in the leagues 

and in the Inter Provincial teams). This success is attributable in no small part 

to the help and assistance of the experienced players. I often hear less 

experienced people asking for help and I ALWAYS hear them getting supportive 

council.  

A reminder of some of these people and things: 

 Alan Turner and Karen Martelletti for the improver lessons they give 

(both formal and informal), and for the Finesse articles they take the 

time to write for us 

 Amanda Smith for the first class Beginners classes she runs and for 

her on-going support of the new players 

 All those players who will risk that feared sub 40 score (and their 

sanity) by playing with less experienced players 

 Derek Webb for his continual encouragement and support of playing on 

a Thursday night, arranging partners, putting teams together etc. 

 All those senior players who willingly give their time and good will to 

answer questions and help those who know less. 

We are a lucky club and not every club is this fortunate. Let’s remember to be 

grateful for this and not forget to express our thanks at appropriate times. 

 

 

Results  

29 Aug Waikato-Bays Junior Inter-Club Teams  
1st Tauranga  
Jan Gyenge  
Stacey Hilton  
Suzanne Lugton  
Melanie Rex  
 
10 Sep Hamilton Junior Pairs  
1st Melanie Rex & Jan Johnstone  
3rd Carol Cullen & Mike Nicholson (Mt Maunganui)  
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4th = Angela Newton & Mike Newton  
4th = Jennifer Davies & Jenny Shaw  
 
11 Sep Whakatane Novice Pairs  
1st Keryn O’Brien & Mike Newton  
 
17 Sep Rotorua Open Pairs 5A  
1st Jo Simpson & Sam Simpson  
4th Shirley Bain & Graham Young  
Session Prizes  
Karen Martelletti & Julie Sheridan  
Kate Terry & Judy Pawson  
 
24 Sep - 1 Oct National Congress  
NZ Pairs  
5th Jo Simpson & Sam Simpson  
NZ Intermediate Pairs  
3rd Hattie Curtis & Bruce Ballard  
NZ Senior Pairs  
2nd Judy McLeod & Alan Turner 
  
NZ Mixed Pairs  
5th Kathy Yule & Ken Yule  
NZ Intermediate Swiss Pairs  
2nd Hattie Curtis & Bruce Ballard  
NZ Open Swiss Pairs  
10th Kathy Yule & Ken Yule  
11th Jo Simpson & Sam Simpson  
 
Back to the Future Teams  
8th Kate Terry, Judy Pawson, Karen Martelletti, Julie Sheridan  
NZ Senior Teams  
1st Judy McLeod, Alan Turner, Ian Clayton (Hamilton), Noel Woodhall (Hastings)  
6th Heather Melville, Pat Rutherford, Marion Kelly, Norm Silcock  
NZ Teams  - Cormack Cup – Best Placing NZ All Women Team  
Kate Terry, Judy Pawson, Julie Sheridan, Karen Martelletti  
 
8 Oct Mount Maunganui Restricted 8B  
Overall Placings  
2nd Malcolm Christie & Graham Young  
3rd Karen Martelletti & Megan Wackrow  
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Junior-Junior  
1st Carol Cullen & Mike Nicholson (Mount Maunganui)  
Intermediate-Junior  
1st Bren Birss & Tina Kennedy  
Intermediate-Intermediate  
1st Chris Gibson & Anne Clarke  
2nd Kerry Crosby & Karen van der Meys  
Open-Junior  
1st Julie Sheridan& Elaine Kingsford (Mount Maunganui)  
2nd Jenna Gibbons (Waikato) & Sue Haughey  
Open-Intermediate (Outside the Top 3)  
1st Pamela Pedersen & Sarah Stacey  
3rd Margaret Wakelin & Julia Tierney 
  
9 Oct Matamata Intermediate Pairs 5B  
1st Bren Birss & Pamela Pedersen  
Session Prize  
Janice Simpson & Eric Burnie (Whakatane)  
 
15 Oct Taupo All Grades 8B  
3rd Edna Nicholson &Sue Gibbons (Mount Maunganui)  
 
Championships and Major Events  
Monday  
Two Trophy Singles  
Tallis Trophy  
1st Pam Clotworthy 184.26  
2nd Kate Terry 183.03  
3rd Karen Martelletti 180.38  
Don Gordon Handicap Singles  
1st Suzanne Lugton 177.03  
2nd Michael Smith 170.13  
3rd Kate Terry 164.62  
 
Metlifecare Greenwood Park Intermediate Championship Pairs  
Best 4 of 5 Scores to Count  
1st Mike McKeown & Bruce Gibson 237.36  
2nd Stacey Hilton & Jan Gyenge 234.58  
3rd Mary Toner & Joy Bates 227.01  
4th Rosalind Phillips & Melanie Rex 226.79  
5th Tina Dudley & Gilda Rowland 225.86  
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Tuesday  
Travelcom Tuesday Championship Singles  
Best 4 of 5 Scores to Count  
1st Carol Cullen 243.20  
2nd Pat Rutherford 235.39  
3rd Alex Paul 232.35  
4th Derek Webb 229.24  
5th Anne Clarke 227.90  
 
Wednesday  
Travelcom Junior Championship Singles  
Best 4 of 5 Scores to Count  
1st Jennifer Davies 251.61  
2nd Jeannette Bailey 248.78  
3rd Irene Edgar 247.27  
4th = Sue Haughey 243.48  
4th = Suzanne Lugton 243.48  
 
Thursday  
Ultimate Motor Group Championship Pairs  
Best 4 of 5 Scores  
1st Judith Malcolm & Henry Levy 235.77  
2nd Marion Kelly & Kate Terry 232.53  
3rd Jo Simpson & Sam Simpson 232.30  
  

 

  

   

Next Finesse 

Please send me suggestions for the next finesse. I would also like to add some 

anecdotes about some of our members so if you have some of these please do 

share. 

Suggestions for improvement always welcome! 
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A BIG thank you to our sponsors without whom we would not be able to have 

competitions! Please help in return by supporting their businesses. 
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Acacia Park Home and Hospital  Hearing Life 

Althorpe Village     Heirloom Kitchens 

Andrea Crawley – Eves    Ingham Mora Accountancy 

Maybat Batteries NZ Ltd    Jackson Reeves Lawyers 

Bay City Rentals     Michael Toner 

Blomquist Bakery     Mount Mantua maker -Ano  

Brookfield Amcal Pharmacy   Neighbourhood Beer kitchen 

Café Istanbul     Ngatai Ltd - Anon 

Café Versailles     No. 8 Tours 

Champers Hair Studio    Omanu Orcas - Anon 

Cherrywood Lotto and Bookshop  Prestige Framing 

Cherrywood Shoes    Shelley’s Hair Design 

Ultimate Motor Group    Somerset Cottage Restaurant 

Farmer Auto Village    Summit Motor Lodge 

Cobblestone Court Motel    Tauriko Players - Anon 

Digital Photographics and Video  Te Puna Comes to Town - Anon 

Duyvestyn Drainage    Thea Straub - Harcourts 

Farmers Motor group    The Local Plumber 

Fraser Manor     United Videos 

Fusion Coffee Company 

Christine Grant – Celebrant 

 

 

 

 

 

 


